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BAPTISM of the LORD
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THE THIRD AND LAST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMASS
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Sat 10t Jan  CHRISTMASS Il 5.30pm  Sunday Mass Nympsfield
Sun 11t Jan - BAPTISM OF 10.30am  Sunday Mass Dursley
THE LORD
Mon 12t Jan  Feria Ordinary Week | No Morning Public Office or Mass
Tue 13" Jan St Hilary of 9.15am  Lauds Dursley
Poitiers 9.30am  Mass Dursley
Wed 14t Jan  Feria 9.15am  Lauds Dursley
9.30am  Mass Dursley
2.00pm  Funeral Requiem for Winnie Morgan Nympsfield
Thu 15" Jan  Feria 10.00am  Mass with School children Nympsfield
Fri 16t Jan Feria 5.30pm  Vespers Dursley
5.50pm  Rosary, Holy Hour & Confessions Dursley
7.00pm  Mass Dursley
Sat17t Jan St Anthony of Noon Modern Latin Mass Dursley
Egypt 3t04.00 Confessions Dursley
Sat 17t Jan  ORDINARY 5.30pm  Sunday Mass Nympsfield
Sun 18 Jan SUNDAY Il - 10.30am  Sunday Mass Dursley

Start of Christian Unity Octave

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY For prayer with the Word of God. Let us pray that
praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities,
helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.




MASS PROPERS FOR CHRISTMASS III (Year A) -
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Entrance Antiphon After the Lord was baptised, the heavens
were opened, and the Spirit descended upon Him like a
dove., and the voice of the Father thundered: This is My
Beloved Son, with Whom | am well pleased.

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 The second section of the
Book of Isaiah gives us 4 Suffering Servant Songs, usually used
in Holy Week. This is one of them, declaring the Servant
[Jesus] to be the bringer of justice and opener of the eyes of
the blind.

Resp. Psalm The LORD will bless His people with peace.
Second Reading Acts 10:34-38 Luke tells of a sermon by St
Peter mentioning Christ’s Baptism.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! The heavens were
opened and the voice of the Father thundered: This is My
Beloved Son; listen to Him’. Alleluia!

Gospel — Matthew 3:13-17 St Matthew gives his account of

the Lord’s Baptism at the Jordan.

Communion Antiphon Behold the One of Whom John said: | have seen and testified that

this is the Son of God.

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS

Wednesday 14t January 2026 @2.00pm Funeral Mass of Mrs Winnie Morgan at St Joseph’s,
Nympsfield

Monday 19t January Feast of St Wulfstan of Worcester, patron of our deanery

Sunday 25t January 2026 @ St George’s, Upper Cam, Annual Service for Christian Unity Week
Monday 2" February — The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/Candlemass, the last outpost of
Christmass-tide

Wednesday 18t February — Ash Wednesday - the First Day of Lent — Fasting and Abstinence
Sunday 5" April - Easter Sunday - THE RESURRECTION OF OLJC

THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY There will be a lively service at St

George’s on 25 January at 6.00pm, hosted by Revd. Fiona Crocker, preacher Revd. David

Vonberg. There will be a new departure this year in that the music leader at
St George’s is gathering together an Ecumenical Scratch Choir for the service
to lead the singing of the hymns and songs and simple anthem. We would
be delighted if you would like to come and sing. There will be a short
practice on the afternoon of 25t January at 4.30pm to run through what has
been chosen. If you are interested just come to St George’s and you will be
warmly welcomed Here is your opportunity to sing with other Christians from
the different churches. (I have heard hints of tea and homemade cake

provided for those who come and sing between the rehearsal and the service) Even if you don’t want
to be in the choir, come at 6.00pm anyway for this will be a marvellous opportunity to join with others
to offer praise to God as we pray for unity and begin the new year.



BLESSING OF CHALK IN CHURCH

At the Notices

Priest: ~ Our help is in the name of The Lord.

All: Who made heaven and earth.

Priest: ~ The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Bless, + O Lord God, this creature chalk to render it helpful to men. Grant that
they who use it in faith and with it inscribe upon the entrance of their homes the
names of thy saints, Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar, may through their merits and

intercession enjoy health of body and protection of soul. Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

BLESSING OF THE DOORWAY AT HOME
Introduction
All say this Antiphon.-
Seeing the star, the Magi rejoiced exceedingly and going into the house, they fell down
and worshipped Him. They offered Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

The one presiding then says.-

The wise men, Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar, saw from afar the star of God’s Son Who took
our flesh 2026 years ago. Following this sign, they came to Bethlehem and crossed the threshold
of His dwelling, where they found the Blessing they had sought so long. As we mark the
threshold of our home in memory of their journey, at this threshold of the new year, we pray
Christ will bless our home and remain with us throughout this year.

The Chalking (The Lintel or a Door Jamb or adjacent wall)
The doorway is marked with chalk: 20 + C + M + B + 26.

¥

The Prayer

The one presiding then says.-

Visit, Lord, we pray, this home with the joy of Your presence. Bless all who live here with the
gift of Your love. Help us share Your care and compassion with one another, to make this a
place of welcome and strength, of blessing and friendship, that all who pass through this
doorway may find a hearth and home lit by the light of love. May we grow with Christ in truth
and wisdom, as we learn to follow in His steps, and take on His yoke, that we may be blessed
by His grace, and find refreshment for ourselves, soul and body, as we walk in His light into

the adventure of this new year. We make our prayer through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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East in associating several gospels with this end of Christmas Time.

The East reads the story of the Wise Men on Christmas Day. It calls Epiphany Theophany, the
Showing of God. For Theophany, they read the stories of Christ’s Baptism at the Jordan and perform
a Great Blessing of the Waters with a generous sprinkling of all present. They also throw crosses into
the sea, lakes, rivers and pools and ask the younger and more able members of the congregation to
dive in and retrieve the cross.

The West also remembers the Baptism as well as the Wise Men at the Epiphany end of
Christmass-tide, joining to it the Miracle of Cana in Galilee. They are all about showing who the
Saviour really is.

Wise Men’s Gifts — He is King, (gold), God (frankincense) and Sacrificial Victim (myrrh)
He is sent not only to Jews but Gentiles as well (The Wise Men from the East)

Baptism — He is the Beloved Son (the voice from heaven)
Hallower of all creation (the waters of the Jordan)
Cana - He is powerful to change the very nature of elements (water into wine).

He hearkens to the prayer of Our Lady.

He has compassion on the poor couple with the catering disaster.
With these basic truths shown to us, we then move out of Christmass time into Green Time and on
towards Lent and Passiontide, learning all the way.

THE CHAIR OF UNITY OCTAVE By this
name, a pair of Anglican Franciscan communities in
Up State New York asked their friends and
associates to pray for Christian Unity. You will note
that this is specifically unity around Peter’ Successor
on the Chair of the See of Rome. The unique Petrine
Office of the Pope is Catholicism’s great contribution to the reunion of
Christendom. We are not alone in loving Our Lady or in believing in 7 Sacraments. Veneration of the
Saints and a love for Sacred Scripture are happily widespread among Christians worldwide. Fr. Paul
SA, [known as Fr. Paul of Graymoor] and Mother Lurana White led the brothers and sisters of the
Society of the Atonement into full communion with the See of Peter in 1909. Many have followed. We
must welcome all who seek with us the unity for which we pray. We must seek to understand our
separated brothers and sisters and help them to understand us! Without understanding, there can be
no love and without love there can be no real togetherness.




