ST DOMINIC’S, DURSLEY & ST JOSEPH’S, NYMPSFIELD
Parish Priest: Father Philip Thomas
St Dominic’s Presbytery Jubilee Road Dursley GL114ES 01453 542039
Parish Deacon: The Revd. Domenic Bucci 01453 542136
Parish email: dursley.stdominic@cliftondiocese.com
Parish website: dursleynympsfieldrcparish.co.uk

Deanery website: saintwulstan.org.uk

Parish priest email: philip.thomas@cliftondiocese.com

SECOND SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME

Christian ‘Unity Octave begins

(Year A)

Sat17th Jan  ORDINARY 5.30pm Sunday Mass Nympsfield
Sun 18t Jan  SUNDAY I 10.30am Sunday Mass Dursley
Mon 19t Jan St Wulfstan of Worcester, Deanery Patron, No Public Office or Mass
Tue 20 Jan St Sebastian ~ 9.15am Lauds Dursley
9.30am Mass (S. Hudson Dursley
RIP)
Wed 21st Jan St Agnes 9.15am Lauds Dursley
9.30am Mass Dursley
Thu22nd Jan St Vincentof  10.00am Mass with School Nympsfield
Saragossa children
Fri 231 Jan Feria 9.30pm Vespers Dursley
5.50pm Rosary, Holy Hour &  Dursley
Confessions
7.00pm Mass Dursley
Sat 24t Jan St Francisde  Noon Modern Latin Mass Dursley
Sales 3104.00 Confessions Dursley
Sat 24t Jan  ORDINARY 5.30pm Sunday Mass Nympsfield
Sun 25t Jan  SUNDAY llI 10.30am Sunday Mass Dursley
6.00pm Unity Service St George’s, Upper

Cam

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK FOR ‘LEPRA’ - HEALTH, INCLUSION AND
INNOVATION FOR THOSE WITH LEPROSY

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY For prayer with the Word of

God. Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our
lives and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more

fraternal and missionary Church.




MASS PROPERS FOR ORDINARY SUNDAY II (Year A)

Entrance Antiphon All the earth shall bow down before You, O God, and shall
sing to You, shall sing to Your Name, O Most High!
First Reading Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 The Suffering
Servant in Whom the Father is glorified.

Resp. Psalm Behold, | have come, Lord, to do
Your will.

Second Reading | Corinthians 1:1-3 St Paul opens \X
his letter to the Christians in Corinth with warm
greetings.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! The Word
became flesh and dwelt among us; to all who did receive Him, He gave power
to become children of God. Alleluia!

Gospel — John 1:29-34 At the start of Jesus Christ’s public ministry, the Baptist
points Him out as the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world.
Communion Antiphon You have prepared a table before me, and how
precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst.

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS

e Monday 2" February — The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/Candlemass, the last
outpost of Christmass-tide. Noon Ceremonies & Mass

e Shrove Tuesday. We are hoping to hold a pancake party at 4.00pm in St Dominic’s
hall. When all is settled, we will let you know.

e Wednesday 18t February — Ash Wednesday — the First Day of Lent — Fasting and
Abstinence

o LENTEN SUNDAY EVENINGS - Ecumenical Services in various churches around
Dursley and Cam. The series comes to St Dominic’s at 6.30pm on Sunday 22
March, Lent V and the start of Passiontide.

e Sunday 1st March Lent Il — Soup Lunch after Mass [no Café Dominic]

e Sunday 5% April — Easter Sunday - THE RESURRECTION OF OLJC

¢ Sunday 28t June Transferred Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul — 6.00pm
Solemn 24 Vespers and Benediction, (Fr. P’s 40yrs of public ministry)

o Wednesday 15t July — Deacon Domenico Bucci’s 20t Anniversary of Diaconal
Ordination, 7.00pm Mass

DECEMBER DRAW FOR 200 CLUB
1. 19 Theresa Dyer
2. 176 John O’Donnell
3. 39 Gill Hill




THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY There will be a lively
service at St George’s on 25t January at 6.00pm, hosted by Revd. Fiona Crocker,
preacher Revd. David Vonberg. There will be a new departure this year in that the music
leader at St George’s is gathering together an Ecumenical Scratch Choir for the service
to lead the singing of the hymns and songs and simple anthem. We would be delighted
if you would like to come and sing. There will be a short practice on the afternoon
of 25" January at 4.15pm to run through what has been chosen. If you are interested just
come to St George’s and you will be warmly welcomed Here is your opportunity to sing
with other Christians from the different churches. (I have heard hints of tea and
homemade cake provided for those who come and sing between the rehearsal and the
service) Even if you don’t want to be in the choir, come at 6.00pm anyway for this will be
a marvellous opportunity to join with others to offer praise to God as we pray for unity and
begin the new year.

THE CHAIR OF UNITY OCTAVE By this name, a pair of Anglican Franciscan
communities in Up State New York asked their friends and associates to pray for Christian
Unity. You will note that this is specifically unity around Peter’ Successor on the Chair of
the Holy See of Rome. The unique Petrine Office of the Pope is Catholicism’s great
contribution to the reunion of Christendom. We are not alone in loving Our Lady or in
believing in 7 Sacraments. Veneration of the Saints and a love for Sacred Scripture are
happily widespread among Christians worldwide. Fr. Paul SA, [known as Fr. Paul of
Graymoor] and Mother Lurana White led the brothers and sisters of the Society of the
Atonement into full communion with the See of Peter in 1909. Many have followed. We
must welcome all who seek with us the unity for which we pray. We must seek to
understand our separated brothers and sisters and help them to understand us! Without
understanding, there can be no love and without love there can be no real togetherness.

A BUSY WEEK OF SAINTS There is a connection between holiness and unity.
Our Holy Mother the Church is described as One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. In this
Octave (Sunday to Sunday) when we pray for the unity and reunion of Christians, we
celebrate a number of saints. If we define holiness as closeness to God, it is easy to see
home getting closer to God will bring us also closer to each other.

g &\ Monday will see us keep Saint Wulstan, who is the
/503 /%\\\.\A\g\ ’ y

- (. S patron of our pastoral area/deanery. Saint Wulstan was
/&flgg;ﬁ"gﬁgg%& Bishop of Worcester (which at the time included
i s A%

[

A A%\ Gloucestershire) from 1062 until 1095, and had also
B

X
BL"A [11=7] " 1:_{.‘? A’

\?,%\ served as parish priest within the county. He lived in a
: . s time of change, being the only English-born bishop to
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alleviate the sufferings of the poor and was an opponent of the slave trade. Pastoral care
of his diocese was one of his principal concerns. g -y
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_ St. Sebastian is one of the military saints,
- == martyred, according to legend, by having
arrows shot at him. He is not simply a “Pin
Cushion”. He is invoked by Christian soldiers
around the world and especially by the Swiss
Guard.
The martyred girl Agnes stands for purity. =
Her name means lamb and, on her feast, the
Hon Father usuaIIy blesses a pair of lambs whose wool will make
the palliums he will send out during the year. Her memorial also ties in well with this
Sunday’s gospel passage.

St Vincent from Spain is the first diaconal saint of 2026 and a chance to pray for
our Parish Deacon, Domenico Bucci. We don’t want the parish clergy martyred, but
sanctified.

St Francis de Sales was Bishop of Geneva when it was under
Calvinistic control. He was a gentle reconciler, a powerful
preacher and a writer of very helpful spiritual guides. He is the
patron of the MSFS working in our diocese. They must be a
doddle to care for in heaven. His other province is journalists!!!
Some tell the truth, others could not lie straight in bed!
Newspapers, TV, Radio, the Internet, must all keep him
extremely busy.




