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THIRD SUNDAY OF 
ORDINARY TIME 

(Year A) 
 

Christian Unity Octave ends today 
 
SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEK FOR ‘LEPRA’ - HEALTH, INCLUSION AND 

INNOVATION FOR THOSE WITH LEPROSY 

 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY For prayer with the Word of God. Let us 
pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in 
our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church. 
 

Sat 24th Jan 
Sun 25th Jan 

ORDINARY 
SUNDAY III  

5.30pm 
10.30am 
6.00pm 

Sunday Mass  
Sunday Mass  
Unity Service 

Nympsfield 
Dursley  
St George’s, Upper Cam 

Mon 26th Jan Sts. Timothy and Titus No Public Office or Mass 
Tue 27th Jan St Angela de 

Merici 
9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds 
Mass (The Ursulines) 

Dursley 
Dursley 

Wed 28th Jan St Thomas 
Aquinas 

8.00am       Mass (Brenda Forde RIP) Dursley 

         The clergy have safeguarding training in Bristol at 9.30am 
Thu 29th Jan Feria of Wk. 3 10.00am 

 
Noon 

Mass with School children (Jack 
Johnson RIP) 
Mass for Jacqui-Anne Davies RIP 

Nympsfield 
 
Dursley 

Fri 30th Jan Feria 5.30pm  
5.50pm 
 
7.00pm 

Vespers 
Rosary, Holy Hour & 
Confessions 
Mass (Michael Bishop RIP) 

Dursley 
Dursley 
 
Dursley 

Sat 31st Jan St John Bosco Noon 
 
3 to 4.00 

Modern Latin Mass (The 
Bishop) 
Confessions 

Dursley 
Dursley 

Sat 31st Jan 
Sun 1st Feb 

ORDINARY 
SUNDAY IV – 
Septuagesima 

5.30pm 
10.30am 
 

Sunday Mass 
Sunday Mass 
 

Nympsfield 
Dursley 
 

Mon 2nd Feb 
Candlemass 

Presentation of 
Christ in the 
Temple -  

Noon Blessing of Candles, Procession 
and Mass 

Dursley 



POPE’S INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY For children with incurable diseases 
Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families receive the 
necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope. 
 
MASS PROPERS FOR ORDINARY SUNDAY III (Year A)  
Entrance Antiphon O Sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord all the earth. In His 
presence are majesty and splendour, 
strength and honour in His holy place.       
First Reading Isaiah 9:1b-4 The Prophet 
foretells that in Galilee of the nations the 
people shall see a great light.          
Resp. Psalm. The Lord is my light and my 
salvation.                   
Second Reading I Corinthians 1:10-17 St Paul 
urges the warring Christians in Corinth to 
agree and end their divisions.              
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! Jesus proclaimed the gospel of the 
kingdom and healed every affliction among the peoples. Alleluia!  
Gospel – Matthew 4:12-23 At the start of His public ministry, Christ moves to 
Capernaum and calls His first Apostles.                      
Communion Antiphon Look to the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be 
abashed.                  
 

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS 
 Monday 2nd February – The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/Candlemass. Noon 

Ceremonies & Mass 
 Shrove Tuesday 17th February. Pancake Party at 4.00pm in St Dominic’s hall. Adults 

£5 & Children £2.50 
 Wednesday 18th February – Ash Wednesday – the First Day of Lent – Fasting and 

Abstinence. Mass & Ashing ‘ 10.00am in Nympsfield and Noon in Dursley.  
 Sunday 1st March Lent II – Soup Lunch after Mass [no Café Dominic] – Talk at Mass 

about the Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
 Friday 6th March 2.30pm in St Dominic’s – The [Women’s] World Day of Prayer  
 Sunday 5th April – Easter Sunday – THE RESURRECTION OF OLJC 
 Weekend 13th/14th June First Holy Communion Sunday in both parishes 
 Sunday 28th June Transferred Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul – 6.00pm 

Solemn 2nd Vespers and Benediction, (Fr. P’s 40yrs of public ministry) 
 Wednesday 15th July – Deacon Domenico Bucci’s 20th Anniversary of Diaconal 

Ordination, 7.00pm Mass 
 
 



DECEMBER DRAW FOR 200 CLUB 
1. 19 Theresa Dyer  
2. 176 John O’Donnell 
3. 39 Gill Hill 

 

LENTEN SUNDAY EVENINGS – “A CLOUD OF WITNESSES” This 
will be an ecumenical series of Sunday Evening 
Services @ 6.00pm, reflecting on some of the great 
people of faith in the past centuries and what they 
can say to us today. 

A) 22nd February “William Tyndale” at St 
George’s Anglican church, Upper Cam. 

B) 1st March “George Whitefield” at Dursley 
Tabernacle. 

C) 8th March “Thomas Merton” at the Quarry 
Chapel 

D) 15th March “Mother Julian of Norwich” at 
Dursley Methodist church 

E) 22nd March “St Benedict of Nursia” at St 
Dominic’s, Dursley. 

If you don’t recognise or name or know much about them, do come along and find out 
more. Don’t forget the Good Friday Walk of Witness on 3rd April.  
 

THE ‘-GESIMAS’ – EASING INTO LENT Sir John Betjeman, the poet, was 
very fond of old churches and the Christian Faith. He himself was an Anglican of the 
Anglo-Catholic variety. He penned the following lines at the start of a poem about his 
beloved CofE 

Septuagesima—seventy days 
To Easter’s primrose tide of praise; 

The Gesimas—Septua, Sexa, Quinc 
Mean Lent is near, which makes you think. 

Septuagesima—when we’re told 
To “run the race,” to “keep our hold,” 

Ignore injustice, not give in, and practice stern self-discipline; 
A somewhat unattractive time 

Which hardly lends itself to rhyme….. 
Although Green Time (Ordinary, Through the Year, and Counted) continues from the 
Monday after the Lord’s Baptism through to Shrove Tuesday inclusive, the ancient 
wisdom of the Western Church is not to arrive at Ash Wednesday travelling at top speed 
and having to slam the breaks on suddenly, marking by name the 3 Sundays before the 
arrival of Lent (Lent in Latin is Quadragesima, meaning 40). This is a gentle way to point 
out the impending arrival of an important new season. Septuagesima really does mark 



70 days to Easter, as its Latin name suggests. The point is not about numbers, but about 
making the necessary preparations for a fruitful Lent.  

If we are going on a diet, the larder and the cookbooks need to be made ready. 
Eastern Christianity of the Byzantine variety (like the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
community) brings Lent into the kitchen, gradually preparing for fasting through Meat fare 
and Cheese fare Sundays. Cookbooks will give not only the regulations for an Eastern 
Lent, but recipes and shopping lists. These things are very easily purchased from 
Amazon, but they need to be ordered in time. Discipline in both prayer and eating are 
very closely related to discipleship. 

A spiritual book to read or set of prayers to say will likewise need to be researched 
and bought in advance. The word ‘research’ reminds us all that we need time to plan 

what we will give up and what 
we will take on. May be our 
weekly timetable needs 
adjustment to get to a 
weekday mass or Stations, 
home groups and 
ecumenical service. Don’t get 
pressurised or rushed. 
Gently ease into Lent with the 
aid of the -Gesimas. Spiritual 
growth needs food and 
sustenance, just like physical 
growing. Plan and prepare 
what you need for spiritual 
growth this Lent.  

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS The Funeral Requiem for Barbara Godman will take place 
at Holy Cross Catholic church in Wootton under Edge on Thursday 5th February at 
12.30pm. Barbara served in our choir for as long as her health would allow. Please 
remember her in your prayers on her funeral day. 
 

LEPRA 2024 was Lepra’s centenary year and 
for over 100 years now Lepra’ research has led 
to new and innovative approaches to healthcare 
programmes. Lepra seeks to provide better 
detection, treatment and support mechanisms, 
to advocate for those without a voice, to 
challenge prejudice wherever it exists, to 
strengthen local health systems and to help 
provide sustainable healthcare partnerships with 
local communities for a future free from the terrible impact of the disease. With every 
delayed diagnosis, another person is at risk of developing life-changing disabilities as a 
result of leprosy. Please give generously to support this work. 


