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MOST HOLY AND UNDIVIDED TRINITY 
(Year A) 

 
 

 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY That everyone might have food Let us pray that everyone, from 
large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has 
access to quality food. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE For the values of sports. Let us pray that sports be an instrument 
of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, 
solidarity, and personal growth. 

Worship for this WEEK 
30th May 
31st May 

MOST 
HOLY 
TRINITY 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Vigil Mass (Pro Populo) 
Sunday Mass & May Crowning (   ) 

St J’s 
St D’s 

1st June St Justin Martyr No Public Office or Mass  
2nd Jun Feria of Week 

9 
9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds [Morning Prayer] 
Mass (  ) 

St D’s  
St D’s 

3rd Jun The Ugandan 
Martyrs 

9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds [Morning Prayer] 
Mass (   ) 

St D’s  
St D’s 

4th Jun Feria 10.00am Mass with the school (   ) St J’s  
5th Jun    St Boniface of 

Crediton or 
Mainz 

5.30pm 
5.50-6.50pm 
7.00pm  

Vespers [Evening Prayer] 
Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions 
Mass & Marian Consecration 

St D’s  
St D’s  
St D’s 

6th Jun St Norbert of 
Xanten 

Noon 
3.00-4.00pm 

Modern Mass in Latin (   ) 
Confessions 

St D’s  
St D’s 

6th Jun CORPUS ET 
SANGUIS 
CHRISTI 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Vigil Mass (Pro Populo) 
Sunday Mass (   ) 
Procession of the Host outdoors after each Mass 

St J’s 
St D’s  



MASS PROPERS FOR TRINITY SUNDAY (Year A)  
Entrance Antiphon: Blessed be God the 
Father, and the Only-Begotten Son of God 
and also the Holy Spirit, for He has shown 
us His merciful love. 
First Reading Exodus 34:4b-6 & 8-9: 
Appearing on Mount Sinai to give the Ten 
Commandments, God reveals His glory, 
mercy and grace. .                    
Resp. Psalm after every line: To be 
praised and highly exalted for ever!                               
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 13:11-14: St Paul finishes his letter with a Trinitarian 
formula.                       
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, the God Who is and Who was and Who is to come. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Gospel – John 3:16-18 St John’s account of the Risen Lord in the Upper Room, includes Him 
breathing the Spirit upon His Disciples for the forgiveness of sins.                            
Communion Antiphon Since you are children of God, God has sent into your hearts the 
Spirit of the His Son, the Spirit Who cries out: Abba, Father.  
 

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS 
 Weekend 13th/14th June First Holy Communion Sunday in both parishes 
 Thursday 18th June 11.00am in Clifton Cathedral Year 6 leavers’ mass with the Bishop including 

children from St. Joseph’s, Nympsfield. 
 SUNDAY 21ST JUNE – BOTH OF OUR NORMAL WEEKEND MASSES WILL BE CANCELLED AND THE 

TWO COMMUNITIES WILL MEET TOGETHER AT 11.00AM IN ST DOMINIC’S FOR PONTIFICAL MASS 
WITH BISHOP BOSCO MCDONALD. PLEASE BRING A PLATE TO SHARE TO THE “CAFÉ DOMINIC 
PLUS” AFTERWARDS 

 Saturday 11th July Food Event in aid of GARAS Gloucestershire Action for Refugees & Asylum 
Seekers, the chairman’s charity of Revd. David Vonberg, Churches Together  

 SATURDAY 11TH JULY AT NYMPSFIELD CONVENT CHAPEL, REVD. MOTHER MARIA MMSP 
GOLDEN JUBILEE OF FIRST PROFESSION, NOON MASS WITH THE BISHOP. Both parishes 
will have a second collection at Sunday Mass for the work of the MMSP. 

 Weekend of the 11th/12th July we will have a Missio appeal by Br. Eddie Slawinski MHM.  
 FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 1) in June for Day for Life and Peter’s Pence, 2) in 

July for the Apostleship of the Sea and for Missio [following Br. Eddie’s appeal]. 
 Wednesday 15th July – Deacon Domenico Bucci’s 20th Anniversary of Diaconal Ordination, 

7.00pm Mass 
 

THE NORBERTINES St Norbert whom we keep this week, was born in the Rhineland and lived 
a very dissolute life, until a fall from a horse brough about a sudden and complete conversion to active 
Christianity and a life of service & prayer. He travelled on foot preaching before settling down with 
companions to start an order. Eventually, he became the Archbishop of Magdeburg in Eastern 
Germany. His relics are in Prague to which they were taken during the Thirty Years War to avoid 
desecration by Protestants.  

On Christmas Day 1121 Norbert founded the Order of Canons Regular of Prémontré (an order 
for women as well as men). Prémontré is in France near Laon. It was seized at the French Revolution 



to become a lunatic asylum. It has never been returned. The HQ today is 
in Rome at the Collegio San Norberto, near the basilica of Santa Balbina 
and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation. There were 
several large houses in England during the Middle Ages. They returned in 
the 19th century to Britain and Ireland. Today there is a priory for men at 
Peckham in South London.  

For over 900 years, the canons and canonesses of the Order have 
striven to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and work tirelessly for the 
salvation of souls. They do this through the “communion” they share, lived 
out by singing the praise of God in the Holy Mass and Divine Office; in 
lifting high the Blessed Sacrament above all the errors and miseries of the 
world; by loving our Blessed Mother; in a zeal for souls; and in a life of 
sacrifice and penance. Like the Holy Father Pope Leo XIV, they live by the Rule of St Augustine of 
Hippo 
 

CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY There are those who will tell you that the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
can be reduced to just being nice to people! This is at best wishful thinking and at worst a deliberate 

distortion. We have from Christ Himself a faith AND a way of 
life. We do not claim to be perfect in living up to these twin 
values, but we do asset that we are making progress. It is not 
true to say it does not matter what you believe, so long as you 
believe it does not matter. Nor is it true to say that all we have 
to do is be good. Christians are not just do-gooders. We have 
a faith AND a way of life, the 2 together.  
 St Charles Lwanga and the Ugandan Martyrs died on the 
orders of the King of Uganda not because he wanted them to 
deny the faith, but because he wanted them to deny the way 
of life of a Christian, trying to involve these young men and 
boys in his impure passions and activities. They refused and 
he had them killed, most by burning. 
 The opposition of Christians to fascism and communism 
has produced martyrs who were asked to deny the Faith or 
accept distortions of it, but they were also asked to embrace a 
way of life that does not accord with the Gospel. The “Assisi 
Underground” operated across Fascist Italy in war time 
because killing Jews and embodying xenophobia in racial laws 
was against their conscience.  
 The Holy Father is soon to beatify 6 Polish priests martyred 

in Dachau under the Nazis and 2 diocesan priests from Czechoslovakia martyred under the 
Communists. The Spanish Civil War too produced Catholic Christians who stood up and were counted 
both for the Faith and for our way of life.  
 It is challenging to ask ourselves whether there would be enough evidence in our daily life to 
convict us, if Catholic Christianity were once again a crime in this country. Would our behaviour reveal 
our faith? 

Mr Murphy went to mass, 
He never missed a Sunday, 
But Mr Murphy went to hell  
for what he did on Monday 

 
 



BRITAIN & GERMANY When St Gregory the Great sent missionaries to these shores, arriving 
in 597, it was already known that there were Romano-British/Celtic Christians in these islands, 
because they turned up at councils on the continent from time to time. The Pope’s concern was not 
the existing Christians, but the invading pagans. The legend of him encountering English slaves in a 
Roman market shows this (“They’re not angles, they are angels” OR the 
ecumenical joke “They’re not angels, they’re Anglicans!”)  
 St Gregory sent 30 Benedictine missionaries, led by St Augustine 
of Canterbury, to Kent. He sent reinforcements in 603AD. These 
missionaries were intended to bring not only faith but Christian 
civilisation to barbarian tribes, Angles, Saxons and Jutes. These folks 
were known to be dirty, smelly and bearded – in every way uncouth!  
 Scholars believe that these Anglo-Saxons spoke a Germanic 
language closest to what was spoken in the Frisian Islands off the coast 
of the Netherlands. It was therefore fairly easy to connect Angle Land to 
the conversion of the German tribes. 
 The nascent English took to the faith like ducks to water, 
embracing Benedictine monasticism along the way. As they themselves 
had been evangelised by Benedictines, so in their zeal England 
produced OSB missionaries to share Christianity with their continental 
cousins.  
 The Anglo-Saxon Mission to the German lands started, not surprisingly, in Frisia, but spread 
far and wide. Many of these missionaries are virtually unknown in their own native country but not in 
modern German.  

Wynfrith of Crediton was born only 78 years after the arrival of St Augustine of Canterbury. He  
became a monk of the cathedral monastery at Exeter, but God had things in mind for him a long way 
from home. When already 50 and bearing the name of ancient and obscure Roman martyr, God called 
him to work in German lands. Wynfrith was given the name Boniface by Pope Gregory II when he 
came to seek papal approval for his work. We keep St Boniface this week in the calendar. He became 
a bishop and was martyred for the faith on the 5th June 754. He is venerated at “The Apostle of the 
Germans”, as St Gregory the Great is the Apostle of the English.  

As time went on, the Anglo-Saxon of these islands evolved into Old English and became more 
removed from Old Low German [Dutch] and Old High German [German]. Enmity and rivalry between 

Great Britain and Germany would twice contribute to 
world wars in the 20th centuries.  

 St Willibrord’s mission to the Frisians is not much 
remembered here but he founded the See of Utrecht in 
modern Holland. His brother Willibald is forgotten here. 
Once Christianised and civilised, the English have 
turned out to be quite pleasant folk, not as wonderful as 
the Welsh, Cornish, Irish and Scots, but pretty decent.  

The Christmas tree came to England with Prince 
Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband, but it is fitting for the 
fir tree comes to us from the legend of St Boniface 
chopping down a pagan oak and finding the evergreen 

growing in the hollow trunk. For this reason, St Boniface is often shown with an axe in his hand.  


