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ORDINARY SUNDAY XTI (Year A)
First Holy Communion Celebration in both parishes

Second Collection next week for Day for Life’
WORSHIP FOR THIS WEEK

13" Jun  Ordinary 5.30pm Sunday Vigil Mass (Pro Populo) StJ’s

14" Jun  Sunday XI 10.30am  Sunday Mass (Gary Murray RIP) StD’s
15t Jun Feria of Wk 11 No Public Office or Mass

16t Jun St Richard of 9.15am Lauds [Morning Prayer] StD’s

Chichester 9.30am Mass () StD’s

17t Jun Feria 9.15am Lauds [Morning Prayer] StD’s

9.30am Mass ( ) StD’s

18t Jun  Feria 10.00am Mass with the school ( ) StJ’s

19 Jun St Romuald of 5.30pm Vespers [Evening Prayer] StD’s

Camaldoli 5.50-6.50pm  Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions StD’s

7.00pm Mass StD’s

20t Jun St Alban, First Noon Modern Mass in Latin ( ) StD’s

martyr of England  3.00-4.00pm  Confessions StD’s

21tJun  Ord. Sun. Xll  11.00am United Pontifical Sunday Mass (Pro Populo) StD’s

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE For the values of sports. Let us pray that sports be an instrument
of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect,
solidarity, and personal growth.

OF YOUR CHARITY: Of your Christian charity, please pray for the soul of our departed
parishioner Anastazja Szokalo of 24 Marment Road. She died peacefully in her sleep at home. To
miss someone is simply to love them, and we will miss her very much.




MASS PROPERS FOR SUNDAY ELEVEN ‘THROUGH THE YEAR’ (Year A)
Entrance Antiphon: LORD, hear my voice, for | have called to You; be my help. Do not
abandon or forsake me, O God, My Saviour!

First Reading Exodus 19:2-6a: Encamped at the foot of Mt. Sinai, Moses tells the Children
of Israel that they are to be a kingdom of priests, a holy nation. This promise is fulfilled in
the New Israel, the Church.

Resp. Psalm: We are His people, the sheep of His flock.

Second Reading Romans 5:6-11: St Paul tells the Roman Christians about Christ’s Paschal
Mystery — if they are reconciled with the Father through Christ’s death, they will be saved
by His lifel!l.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe
the Gospel. Alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel — Matthew 9:36- 10:8 Concerned for the crowds who were like sheep without a
shepherd, the Saviour appoints the 12 Apostles with authority to care for them.
Communion Antiphon There is one thing | ask of the Lord, only this do | seek: to live in
the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS

e Thursday 18! June 11.00am in Clifton Cathedral Year 6 leavers’ mass with the Bishop including
children from St. Joseph’s, Nympsfield.

o SUNDAY 215T JUNE — PLEASE BRING A PLATE TO SHARE TO THE “CAFE DOMINIC PLUS” AFTERWARDS

¢ Saturday 11t July in aid of GARAS [Gloucestershire Action for Refugees &
Asylum Seekers], Churches Together chairman Revd. David Vonberg’s charity.
“Food From Around the World” event is being held at Dursley Community
Centre, Rednock Drive from 4.30pm to 7.30pm

o Saturday 11t July at Nympsfield Convent Chapel, Revd. Mother Maria MMSP GOLDEN JUBILEE
OF FIRST PROFESSION, Noon Mass with the bishop. Both parishes will have a second collection
at Sunday Mass for the work of the MMSP.

o Weekend of the 11t/12t July we will have a Missio appeal by Br. Eddie Slawinski MHM.

e FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 1) in June for Day for Life and Peter's Pence, 2) in
July for the Apostleship of the Sea and for Missio [following Br. Eddie’s appeal].

e Wednesday 15 July — Deacon Domenico Bucci's 20t Anniversary of Diaconal Ordination,
7.00pm Mass

CLIFTON DIOCESE TRUSTEE: The Diocese is currently looking for an individual to join the
Board of the Trustees to enhance the skills of the
Board. Suitable  applicants  should  have a detailed
understanding of governance, and experience in change
management and transformation activities. This is a
voluntary role with the commitment to one 4-hour meeting
approximately eight times per year on a Wednesday from
9.30 am in Beristol, along with membership of at least one sub-committee which would meet six times
per year. Time to prepare for the various meetings is also required. It is usual for a Trustee to give
somewhere in the region of 8 hours per month plus travelling time. Trustee training and travel
expenses will be provided. Expressions of interest in the role, together with a recommendation from
your Parish Priest, should be submitted to the Bishop’s Office via Alessia Dini, St Ambrose, North Rd,
Leigh Woods, Bristol BS8 3PW or by email to Alessia.Dini@cliftondiocese.com by 30 June 2026.

§ CLIFTON




DIACONAL VOCATIONS
SUNDAY - CLIFTON DIOCESE: All
Christian ministry, both lay and ordained, is
rooted in the Saviour Jesus Christ. Ordained
Ministry — The Sacrament of Holy Orders —
exists in three degrees to serve and advance
the Community of the Faithful in the world.

Those three degrees are Bishop, Priest and

Deacon. Budding bishops should apply to the

Holy See in Rome for consideration. The

selection, training and ordinations of

candidates for Diocesan Priesthood and

Diaconate lies with the Diocesan Bishop and

those who assist him. In Religious Orders, the Abbot or Provincial fulfils the same role.

The Clergy, Bishops, Priests and Deacons, exist to embody and continue the Ministry of Jesus

Christ in and for His people.

e The Bishop is the Successor of the Apostles, linking the Particular Church to the Universal Church,
through His communion with other Bishops. As the Apostles formed a college around the Saviour,
the Bishops of today form a college around St Peter’s Successor, the Pope, the Vicar of Christ. He
presides over all the Catholic and Roman communities of his diocese, parishes, religious houses,
schools and colleges. He is the fountain of Confirmation and Holy Order, as well as the leader of
the Eucharistic Community.

e Priests are Ordained Elders or Presbyters and are delegated by the Bishop to bring the Sacraments
and the Word of God to the various communities of the Diocese or Religious Order. They preside
over the Eucharistic Sacrifice [Mass] and exercise some functions of pastoral government under
the Bishop.

e Deacons embody the Ministry of Christ the Servant, Who came not to be served but to serve. They
are close collaborators of the Bishop, often succeeding directly to the episcopal office in ancient
times without passing through the priesthood. They are not ‘almost priests’ or second-class clergy.
Their role is vital. They are preachers and teachers, helping others with catechesis. They are
Ministers of the Chalice and of the Gospel at Mass. They baptise and preside over marriages as
necessary in the Western Tradition. Deacons work extensively outside the church building in
pastoral care, visiting and charity. They work closely with priests in carrying out the mission of the
Diocese and of the Catholic Church. They depend directly upon the Bishop. The reason for this is

to be found in Sacred Scripture. The

Book of Acts records that the

Apostles (in whom the fulness of

ministry resided) selected and

ordained the first 6 Deacons to
serve Greek speaking Christians.

The Bishop as the fulness of

Apostolic  Ministry is shown on

important occasions when he wears

the deacon’s dalmatic under his
chasuble, as well as the mitre on his
head and the pastoral staff in his




St Stephen and St Philip are the most famous members of this valiant band and Acts tells us
about both of them. Other diaconal saints include St Francis of Assisi, St Ephraim the Syrian
(Doctor of the Church as well as deacon and poet). St Vincent of Saragossa is another famous
diaconal saint, Spain’s first martyr to boot! St. Lawrence of Rome, the one martyred on a gridiron,
whom we celebrate in August is another very famous diaconal saint. Martyrdom was once common
among them at the hands of greedy pagans, who not only wanted to stamp out the Christian Faith
but who also wanted to get their thieving hands on the money and property of the Church, which
they used for their work of charity and pastoral care. In Ancient Rome, the deaconries were
originally not churches, but soup kitchens and depositories for clothes and other goods.

The question is not really “What do they do?” This is partly because not everything they do is
seen in church on a Sunday. The question is “What do they bring us, the People of God?” The
answer is that they bring us the Servant Ministry of Jesus, in their Ministry of the Word, in their
Ministry of Charity and in their Ministry of the Chalice at Mass. This latter also ties deacons back to
the martyrdom of early diaconal saints. The Chalice contains the Precious Blood of the Saviour
(not just wine!!!) poured out for our salvation. The service and sacrifice of the Saviour is seen in
this chalice and embodied in the Deacon.

THE DEACON - THE GO-
BETWEEN MINISTRY: Some say,
wrongly, that the Deacon is just a glorified
server. This is simply not true. The deacon
is member of the Clergy, not the Laity. The
mistake comes from many parish deacons
having been readers, servers and MCs at
Sunday Mass. It is further complicated by
them working closely with these lay
ministries to make Sunday Mass run
smoothly. In this respect, they go between
the Priest and the other lay ministries to co-

ordinate and direct.

The going of go-between is seen in the traditional way Deacons give the signal for processions
to move off. This most clearly seen on Palm Sunday, but on other occasions likewise. “Let us go forth
in peace — in the name of Christ, Amen.”

Perhaps most clearly, the go-between nature of the Diaconate is shown in the Eastern or
Byzantine tradition of the Universal Church. The church as a building is physically divided into nave
and sanctuary by a screen on which icons are hung for faith and prayer. This icon screen or
Iconostasis has three doors, middle and on each side. The Deacon keeps coming through these doors
and standing in front of them or particular icons facing the sanctuary to sing litanies and prayers. They
come and go through the screen. They come and go between the people and the priest/bishop.

In the singing of Litanies, as also in the directing of Western Bidding Prayers, Deacons go
between the people and God, taking their petitions to God for Him to remember and have mercy. In
some parishes, the Deacon arranges a rota of people to write the Bidding Prayers and directs the
individuals who read the petitions out, supervising a queue of readers in an orderly fashion.

For many parishes, the Deacon came from their own midst, whereas the Priest is appointed
from elsewhere, so the Deacon serves as a go-between. One the one had there are the parishioners,
whom he knows well and from which he was chosen at ordination. On the other side, there is the
Parish Priest and/or curate, whom he also knows well and who he joins in the ranks of the clergy.
Christ Himself is the go-between God, bridging the gap between God and Man, between earth and
heaven. This you can see in the Go-Between Deacon!!






