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ORDINARY SUNDAY XII (Year A) 

 
Second Collection this week for ‘Day for Life’ 

Second Collection NEXT week for ‘Peter’s Pence’ 

 

 
 
 

Worship for this WEEK 
21st Jun Ord. Sun. XII 11.00am United Pontifical Sunday Mass (Pro 

Populo) 
4.00pm Holy Baptism 

St D’s 
 
St D’s 

22nd 
Jun 

Saints Thomas More & 
John Fisher Feast 

No Public Office or Mass  

23rd Jun St Etheldreda 
of Ely 

9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds [Morning Prayer] 
Mass (  ) 

St D’s  
St D’s 

24th Jun Nativity of St. 
John the 
Baptist 

9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds [Morning Prayer] 
Mass (   ) 

St D’s  
St D’s 

25th Jun Feria of Wk. 12 10.00am 
5.00pm 

Mass with the school (   ) 
Reception of Cortege 

St J’s  
St J’s 

26th Jun   Feria 11.00am 
5.30pm 
5.50-6.50pm 
7.00pm  

Funeral Mass of Peter W 
Vespers [Evening Prayer] 
Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions 
Mass 

St J’s 
St D’s  
St D’s  
St D’s 

27th Jun Our Lady’s 
Saturday 

Noon 
3.00-4.00pm 

Modern Mass in Latin (Bernard Simmons RIP) 
Confessions 

St D’s  
St D’s 

27th Jun 
28th Jun 

The Apostles 
Peter & Paul 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Proper Vigil Mass (Pro Populo) 
Sunday Mass (Gary Murray RIP) 

St J’s 
St D’s  



 

MASS PROPERS FOR SUNDAY TWELVE ‘THROUGH THE YEAR’ (Year A)  
Entrance Antiphon: The Lord is the strength of His 
people, a saving refuge for the one He has anointed. 
Save Your people, Lord, and bless Your heritage, and 
govern them for ever. 
First Reading Jeremiah 20:10-13: Surrounded by 
difficulties that foreshadow the sufferings of Christ, the 
Prophet Jeremiah tells the people to sing to the LORD 
because He delivers the life and the needy from the hand 
of evildoers.                      
Resp. Psalm: In Your great mercy, answer me, O Lord.                                 
Second Reading Romans 5:12-15: St Paul talks to the 
Roman Christians, comparing Jesus Christ with Adam. 
He stresses the abundant free gift (grace) of Christ.                      
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of 
Truth will bear witness about me, says the Lord, and you also will bear witness. Alleluia, 
alleluia!  
Gospel – Matthew 10:26-33 Teaching the crowds to have no fear, the Saviour stresses the 
care of the Father for us. He who cares about two sparrows sold for a penny, will care even 
more about us.                              
Communion Antiphon The eyes of all look to You, Lord, and You give them their food in 
due season.     
 

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS 
 Saturday 11th July in aid of GARAS [Gloucestershire Action for Refugees & 

Asylum Seekers], Churches Together chairman Revd. David Vonberg’s charity. 
“Food From Around the World” event is being held at Dursley Community 
Centre, Rednock Drive from 4.30pm to 7.30pm   

 Saturday 11th July at Nympsfield Convent Chapel, Revd. Mother Maria MMSP GOLDEN JUBILEE 
OF FIRST PROFESSION, Noon Mass with the bishop. Both parishes will have a second collection 
at Sunday Mass for the work of the MMSP. 

 Weekend of the 11th/12th July we will have a Missio appeal by Br. Eddie Slawinski MHM.  
 FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 1) in June for Day for Life and Peter’s Pence, 2) in 

July for the Apostleship of the Sea and for Missio [following Br. Eddie’s appeal]. 
 Wednesday 15th July – Deacon Domenico Bucci’s 20th Anniversary of Diaconal Ordination, 

7.00pm Mass 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE For the values of sports. Let us pray that sports be an instrument 
of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, 
solidarity, and personal growth. 
 

CLIFTON DIOCESE TRUSTEE: The Diocese is currently 
looking for an individual to join the Board of the Trustees to 
enhance the skills of the Board. Suitable applicants should 
have a detailed understanding of governance, and experience in 
change management and transformation activities. This is a voluntary role with the commitment to 
one 4-hour meeting approximately eight times per year on a Wednesday from 9.30 am in Bristol, along 
with membership of at least one sub-committee which would meet six times per year. Time to prepare 



for the various meetings is also required. It is usual for a Trustee to give somewhere in the region 
of 8 hours per month plus travelling time. Trustee training and travel expenses will be provided. 
Expressions of interest in the role, together with a recommendation from your Parish Priest, should 
be submitted to the Bishop’s Office via Alessia Dini, St Ambrose, North Rd, Leigh Woods, Bristol BS8 
3PW or by email to Alessia.Dini@cliftondiocese.com by 30 June 2026.  

 

“HOW DO YOU MAKE A MALTESE CROSS?” The answer in the old, corny joke is, “poke 
him/her in the eye”. The Maltese Cross is an ancient, Christian symbol which came to Malta in 1530. Its history 
is entirely tied up with the Hospitaller Order of St John. Their patron, St John the Baptist, is this week. The 
Maltese Cross is familiar to most of us through 2 sources, the SMOM {see later article} and the St John’s 
Ambulance Brigade. Both have very strong Christian roots and, until February this year, worked together in 
the running of Henlow Court Nursing Home in Dursley as the Orders of St John Care Trust. They continue to 
own and manage care homes around the Diocese of Clifton, including nearby Gloucester and Cirencester.  
 The Maltese Cross is not merely a logo. Its Christian significance should be obvious to all Catholics. 
What not all may understand is the precise design. It has 8 points. These represent the values of Christ in the 
Beatitudes. We read this gospel on the solemnity of All Saints in November. There 8 beatitudes and 8 points. 
In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapter 5 they are listed thus. 

 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the Earth. 
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. 
 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the Sons of God. 
 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 In a lesser way the 8 points can be seen as representing the medieval history of the Hospitallers up 
to the French Revolution. The knights were divided into 8 langues or language groups, which took 
part in the government of the Order. Each had a chapel in the Order’s Conventual Church in Rhodes 
and subsequently in Valetta, Malta. 

 Provence:  
 Auvergne:   
 France:  
 Castile, León and Portugal:   
 Aragon:   
 Italy:  
 England:   
 Germany:   

First King Henry VIII abolished the Langue of England and then in leaving Malta because of Napoleon, 
the structure was completely changed. Today there is a Grand Priory of England and a National 
Association. 

 

THE GREATEST OF THE CRUCADING ORDERS A Sunday bulletin is no place to trace the 
long and interesting history of these various orders in the Middle East and Europe. Perhaps we should simply 
start with the assertion that they were never as bad as they have been painted. Besides the politics and the 
younger sons seeking to gain land, prestige and influence, there have always been men and women inspired 
by genuinely Christian principles. For them, the example and humility of St John the Baptist have always been 
key. There great principles have been the service of the poor and sick on the one hand, and on the other, the 
defence of the Faith – Servitio pauperum et Tuitio Fidei.  



 They began as noble knights defending pilgrims to the Hospital of St John 
at Jerusalem. There were knights defending the German Hospital of St Mary (the 
Teutonic Order) and the Temple Mount (the Templars) They began to live 
structured, lives of prayer and community, taking on aspects of the Benedictines 
and Cistercians. The 8 langues started as the hostels in which the various knights 
lived in community. Besides the military operations on land and sea, each knight 
had to take his turn working in the hospital. Great and titled grandees served Christ 
in the poor and sick, changing sheets and emptying bed pans. They learned much 
about medicine from the Arab doctors, who had kept much of the ancient learning 
of Greece in Arabic translation.  
 The Teutonic Knights crusaded increasingly in Europe, rather than the Holy 
Land. They still exist, based in Vienna, as religious order of the Catholic Church. The Knights Templar fell into 
heresy, and political enemies ensured their suppression. The last Grand Master was burnt at the stake in 
Paris. Their considerable wealth passed to the Hospitallers. When the Crusader Kingdoms fell to Saladin, 
they moved to Rhodes and then (after some wandering) to Malta in 1530pm. They paid an annual tribute to 
the Holy Roman Emperor of a single falcon. This is the origin of the Maltese Falcon and the marvellous 1941 
film with Humphrey Bogart. 

 The Hospitallers never stopped their hospital work, but from 
Malta they became a naval power. The noble women of Catholic 
Europe also joined them. There were convents of Hospitaller 
Dames. The last of these was at Sijena in Spain [the Royal 
Monastery of St Mary of Sigena] and was destroyed by the 
Spanish Civil War.  This female history deserves further study 
and revival, perhaps even involving the Professed Dames being 
allowed to take part in the government of the Order and perhaps 
providing a Grand Mistress one day! 
 Napoleon’s expulsion of the knights from Malta led to 

wanderings and much soul searching. The Order finally settled in Rome in 1830 and completely restructured 
itself, returning to the principles of its founding fathers to guard the Faith and Serve the Poor and Sick.  
 The RC Sovereign Military Order of St John of Jerusalem, Rhodes and Malta (SMOM) recognises 4 
Protestant survivals from the Middle Ages, which maintain the service element in particular. In England we 
are well aware the Victorian attempt to revive the Lange of England, the Most Venerable Order of St John in 
the British Realm, together with its nursing offshoot the St John’s Ambulance Brigade. The Venerable Order 
no longer restricts its membership to Christians. There have so far been 2 English Grand Masters of the 
SMOM and Fra Andrew Bertie is up for canonisation. Fr. Philip met him in Marlborough, opening a nursing 
home. 
 The other orders recognised by the Catholic Knights of Malta derive from Protestantised 
Bailiwicks of the medieval order, Brandenburg, Sweden and Holland. These all have branches 
elsewhere.  
 What about us? The Baptist said that Christ must increase and 
he must decrease. Surely, this is a motto for all Christians. Defence of 
the Catholic Faith is as necessary now as ever. Service of the needy 
is indeed service of Christ Himself, visiting those in hospital and 
housebound, supporting food banks and charities.  

Above all, perhaps we should adjust our view of knighthood and 
nobility to leave behind the political, social and class ideas of the past. 
The true knight or dame is one who professes and lives by the highest 
ideals of Christianity. I can be a knight or dame for Christ, whether or 
not I am a duke or duchess. St Paul talked about putting on the whole 
armour of God, and so I must. St John the Baptist pray for us!  
 


