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Transferred Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul  

 
Second Collection THIS week for ‘Peter’s Pence’ 

 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE For the values of sports. Let us pray that sports be an instrument 
of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, 
solidarity, and personal growth. 

Worship for this WEEK 
27th Jun 
28th Jun 

The Apostles 
Peter & Paul 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Proper Vigil Mass (Gary Murray RIP) 
Sunday Mass (Carmine, Nicola & 
Antonietta Donofrio RIP) 

St J’s 
St D’s 

29th Jun Dedication of Clifton Cathedral No Public Office or Mass  
30th Jun First Martyrs of 

Rome 
9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds [Morning Prayer] 
Mass (Pro Populo from last Sunday) 

St D’s  
St D’s 

1st July St Oliver 
Plunket 

9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds [Morning Prayer] 
Mass (   ) 

St D’s  
St D’s 

2nd Jul Feria of Wk. 13 10.00am Mass with the school (   ) St J’s  
3rd Jul  ST THOMAS 

THE APOSTLE 
5.30pm 
5.50-6.50pm 
7.00pm  

Vespers [Evening Prayer] 
Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions 
Mass 

St D’s  
St D’s  
St D’s 

4th Jul St Isabel of 
Portugal 

Noon 
3.00-4.00pm 

Modern Mass in Latin (  ) 
Confessions 

St D’s  
St D’s 

4th Jul 
5th Jul 

Sunday XIV 
‘Per Annum’ 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Mass () 
Sunday Mass (Pro Populo) 

St J’s 
St D’s  



MASS PROPERS FOR SAINTS PETER & PAUL (Year A)  
THE PROPER VIGIL  
Entrance Antiphon: Peter the Apostle and Paul the teacher of the 
gentiles these have taught us Your law, O Lord.  
First Reading Acts 3:1-10 The Apostles Peter and John cure the 
lame beggar at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple.                      
Resp. Psalm: Their sound goes forth through all the earth.                                  
Second Reading Galatians 1:11-20: St Paul speaks to the Church 
of Galatia about his vocation from God, being set apart for this 
work before he was born.                       
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, You everything; You 
know that I love You. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Gospel – John 21:13-19 Walking along the shore of Lake Galilee, the Risen Lord three times 
asks Simon Peter if he loves Him, giving him the chance to undo his betrayals.                               
Communion Antiphon Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these? Lord, You 
know everything; You know I love You.      
 

THE DAY MASS 
Entrance Antiphon: These are the ones who, living in 
the flesh, planted the Church with their blood; they 
drank the chalice of the Lord and became the friends 
of God.  
First Reading Acts 12:1-11 God delivers St. Peter from 
prison by sending an angel to lead him to freedom.                      

Resp. Psalm: From all my terrors the LORD set me free.                                   
Second Reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8 & 17-18: Calmly, St Paul writes to Timothy about his 
impending martyrdom.                       
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Lord, You are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my Church, and the gate of hell shall not prevail against it. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Gospel – Matthew 16:13-19 At Caesarea Philippi, Simon makes his confession of faith in 
Jesus as the Christ and the Saviour names him Peter, the rock on whom the Church is built, 
the keeper of the keys of heaven. .                               
Communion Antiphon Peter said to Jesus: You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  
And Jesus replied: you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My Church.     

 

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS 
 Saturday 11th July in aid of GARAS [Gloucestershire Action for Refugees & 

Asylum Seekers], Churches Together chairman Revd. David Vonberg’s charity. 
“Food From Around the World” event is being held at Dursley Community 
Centre, Rednock Drive from 4.30pm to 7.30pm   

 Saturday 11th July at Nympsfield Convent Chapel, Revd. Mother Maria MMSP GOLDEN JUBILEE 
OF FIRST PROFESSION, Noon Mass with the bishop. Both parishes will have a second collection 
at Sunday Mass for the work of the MMSP. This will be the following weekend 18th/19th July 

 Weekend of the 11th/12th July we will have a Missio appeal by Br. Eddie Slawinski MHM.  
 FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 1) in June for Peter’s Pence, 2) in July for the 

Apostleship of the Sea, for Missio [following Br. Eddie’s appeal] and for the MMSP 
 Wednesday 15th July – Deacon Domenico Bucci’s 20th Anniversary of Diaconal Ordination, 

7.00pm Mass 



STATEMENT FROM THE BISHOPS’S CONFERENCE “Wednesday’s news of the charges 
brought against Bishop David Oakley is deeply distressing for all, both within the Catholic community and 
beyond. We are profoundly aware that the report of this allegation may reawaken painful memories for many 
people and again offer an unreserved apology to those who have been hurt by abuse in the Catholic Church 
in England and Wales. In this moment we would like to provide pastoral reassurance on the commitment of 
the Church to safeguarding. The Catholic Church in England and Wales maintains a zero-tolerance policy for 
abuse in the Church and in wider society, and we are cooperating fully with the statutory authorities. Our 
immediate focus is on providing pastoral support and ensuring that we, as the Church, can continue our 
mission safely and transparently. Anybody who comes to our parishes, schools and communities must be 
safe and we are resolute in our commitment to safeguarding. We reiterate the open invitation from the bishops 
to meet with and listen to victims and survivors, so that we can learn from and be guided by their experiences 
as we continue to make our communities safe places. We are committed to continual review and development, 
assisted by the independent auditing work of the Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency, so that all our 
communities are places of safety and sanctuary for all.” Archbishop Richard Moth, President of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales Archbishop of Westminster 

 
FR. PHILIP WRITES I like cemeteries. I have 
done some of my best work in them. They are peaceful 
places, full of hope, resurrection faith and treasured 
memories. I have enjoyed visiting cemeteries and 
necropolises in many countries. I know that only my 
family’s mortal remains rest in the family plot, but I like 
to hang my memories of their memorial stone and 
leave Fresias, my Mam’s favourite flower. 
 Two cemeteries figure largely in the martyrdoms of 
this weekend’s great saints. The Ancient Pagan 
Romans never buried within the walls of their towns 
and cities. They were usually just outside the gates or 
along the main roads out of town. There was large 
cemetery along the Via Ostiense heading out towards 
Rome’s port of Ostia. It was there that the Apostle Paul 
was hurriedly buried after his beheading. I say 
hurriedly, because, most probably, Roman Christians 
bribed the soldiers not to throw the body into the Tiber 
and sought to hide the body quickly in the nearby 
cemetery. I said Mass against the tomb of St Paul 
before it was removed, a rare privilege. It was for the 
soul of Fr. Martin Queenan’s dad Christie, the day after 
Martin became a deacon. A necropolis is a posh Greek 
word for a cemetery, a “city of the dead” and it is a very 
easy place to hide a body. The Christians remembered 
the spot and came to walk past it, so that they could 
honour and pray to St Paul.  
 The second cemetery of our story was built on the 

Vatican Hill across the Tiber from Ancient Rome. The Apostle Peter was crucified upside down in the 
Circus of Nero which once stood to one side of the present Basilica. Once again, bribery of the guards 
prevented the body being unceremonious cast into the river. They hid the body in a shallow grave with 
some roof tiles on top, leaning against each other. It was next to a path, and we may well picture pious 

COMMUNION HYMN 
1 "Thou art the Christ, O Lord, 
The Son of God, Most High!" 
Forever be adored, 
That Name in earth and sky. 
In which, tho' mortal strength may fail, 
The saints of God at last prevail! 
 

2 Oh, surely he was blest, 
With blessedness unpriced, 
Who taught of God, confessed 
The Godhead in the Christ! 
For of Thy Church, Lord, Thou didst own 
Thy saint a true foundation-stone. 
 

3 Thrice fallen, thrice restored! 
The bitter lesson learnt, 
That heart for Thee, O Lord, 
With triple ardour burnt. 
The cross he took he laid not down 
Until he grasped the martyr's crown. 
 

4 Oh bright triumphant faith! 
Oh courage void of fears! 
Oh love, most strong in death! 
Oh penitential tears! 
By these, Lord, keep us lest we fall, 
And make us go where Thou shalt call. 
 



Roman Christians taking Sunday strolls though the cemetery and stopping to chat idly by an obscure 
grave as they walked.  By 196Ad it 
had a marker called a Trophaeum. 
 As Christianity gradually 
came out of hiding, these two 
graves came to have bigger and 
better markers and more and more 
pilgrims. With the Battle of the 
Milvian Bridge in 312AD, the 
Emperor Constantine became sole 
master of the empire, and his 
Christian mother Helena began 
building churches to mark the sites 
of the Faith. She built a church in 
Bethlehem and the Holy Sepulchre 
in Jerusalem. In Rome she caused 
Basilicas to be built over the tombs 
of Saints Peter and Paul. Slaves 
carried away large chunks of the 
Vatican hill in baskets to prepare a 
flat building site.  
 The post war period of the 
20th century under Pope Paul VI 
saw significant archaeological 
investigations under both present 
basilicas to find and investigate the 
tombs. It is believed that the bones 
of St Paul may have been cast into 
the river Tiber by Saracens in the 
5th century, though this is doubted 
by some scholars. There is no 
doubt that the “Time Team” 
diggers under the Vatican, found 
first the buried necropolis and then 
the actual bones of the saint.  
One of the most moving moments of my life so far was standing only a couple of feet away from the 
relics of St Peter. I wrote home to my parents, “Today, I stood next to a man who stood next to Jesus!” 
It was peaceful and prayerful and a place of 
the collective memory of millions of Christians 
over the years. 
 This Sunday’s masses bring us close to 
the all-praised Apostles Peter and Paul, but even 
more importantly, Mass itself brings us to meet the 
Risen Lord in Word and Sacrament. 
 

OPENING HYMN 
1 With golden splendour and with roseate hues of morn, 
O gracious Saviour, Light of light, this day adorn, 
Which brings to ransomed sinners hopes of that far home 
Where saints and angels sing the praise of martyrdom. 
 

2 Peter Keybearer, Paul the Teacher of mankind, 
Lights of the world and judges sent to loose and bind, 
Alike triumphant or by cross and sword-stroke found, 
In life's high senate stand with victor's laurel crowned. 
 

3 Good Shepherd, Peter, unto whom the charge was 
given 
To close or open ways of pilgrimage to heaven, 
In sin's hard bondage held may we have grace to know 
The full remission thou wast granted to bestow. 
 

4 O noble Teacher, Paul, we trust to learn of thee 
Both earthly converse and the flight of ecstasy; 
Till from the fading truths that now we know in part 
We pass to fullness of delight for mind and heart. 
 

5 Twin olive branches, pouring oil of gladness forth, 
Your prayers shall aid us, that for all our little worth, 
Believing, hoping, loving, we for whom ye plead, 
This body dying, may attain to life indeed. 
 

6 Now to the glorious Trinity be duly paid 
Worship and honour, praise and service unafraid, 
Who in unchanging Unity, one Lord sublime, 
Hath ever lived as now and to unending time. Amen. 
 

Attributed to Elpis, first wife of the philosopher Boethius and mother 
of St Placid OSB, companion of St Benedict of Nursia 
 


