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Ordinary Sunday XIV (Year A)  

 
Second Collection NEXT week at both masses for ‘Missio’ with 

Br. Eddie Slawinski MHM – Red Boxes for emptying are 
needed by the 9th August 

Worship for this WEEK 
4th Jul 
5th Jul 

Sunday XIV 
‘Per Annum’ 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Mass (Pro Populo) 
Sunday Mass () 

St J’s 
St D’s 

6th Jul St Maria Goretti No Public Office or Mass  
7th Jul Feria of Wk. 14 9.15am 

9.30am 
Lauds [Morning Prayer] 
Mass (Pro Populo from last Sunday) 

St D’s  
St D’s 

8th Jul Feria 9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds [Morning Prayer] 
Mass (   ) 

St D’s  
St D’s 

9th Jul Feria 10.00am Mass with the Yr 2 from school (   ) St J’s  
10th Jul Feria 5.30pm 

5.50-6.50pm 
7.00pm  

Vespers [Evening Prayer] 
Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions 
Mass 

St D’s  
St D’s  
St D’s 

11th Jul ST BENEDICT 
OF NURSIA 

9.00am 
Noon 
 
3.00-4.00pm 

Modern Mass in Latin (  ) 
Golden Jubilee Mass of Revd. Mother 
Maria 
Confessions 

St D’s  
Convent 
 
St D’s 

11th Jul 
12th Jul 

Sunday XV 
‘Per Annum’ 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Mass (Pro Populo)  
Sunday Mass (Bishop M.A. Alexander 
RIP) 

St J’s 
St D’s  



 
 
MASS PROPERS FOR SUNDAY XIV ‘Per Annum’ (Year A)  
Entrance Antiphon: Your merciful love, O God, we have received in the midst of Your 
temple. Your praise, O God, like Your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth; Your right hand 
is filled with saving justice.   
First Reading Zechariah 9:9-10 In a prophecy 
foreshadowing Palm Sunday’s Triumphal Entry 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey, Zechariah speaks 
of Christ’s humility.                       
Resp. Psalm: I will bless Your name for ever, My 
God and My King.                                   
Second Reading Roman 8:9 & 11-13 St Paul 
speaks to early Christians of Rome about how we 
improve as people, putting to death the deeds of 
the body with the help of the Holy Spirit, so as to 
be truly alive.                       
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I thank You, Father, lord of heaven and earth, You 
have revealed the secrets of the Kingdom to little children. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Gospel – Matthew 11:25-30 As He invites those who labour and are heavy laden to find 
rest in Him, the Saviour reveals that He Himself is gentle and lowly in heart.                                
Communion Antiphon Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed the man who seeks 
refuge in Him.       
 

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS 
 SUNDAY 5TH JULY @ 7.00PM AT THE DURSLEY MARKET HALL  “Assembly 

Banger” sing-a-longs of hymns from school assemblies. Organised by Churches 
Together and the Hoptician 

 Saturday 11th July in aid of GARAS [Gloucestershire Action for Refugees & 
Asylum Seekers], Churches Together chairman Revd. David Vonberg’s charity. 
“Food From Around the World” event is being held at Dursley Community 
Centre, Rednock Drive from 4.30pm to 7.30pm  

 Sunday 12th July at St James’ Anglican church, Dursley a Sing It Yourself 
Evensong. Rehearsal at 4.30pm followed by Tea. 6.30pm Service. 

 Weekend of the 11th/12th July we will have a Missio appeal by Br. Eddie Slawinski MHM.  
 FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 1) on 18th/19th July for the Apostleship of the Sea 2) 

for the MMSP Marian Missionary Sisters of the Poor on 25th/26th July 
 Wednesday 15th July – Deacon Domenico Bucci’s 20th Anniversary of Diaconal Ordination, 

7.00pm Mass 
 THURSDAY 16TH JULY @9.30AM IN ST JOSEPH’S – END OF YEAR SCHOOL MASS 
 Thursday 16th July at Noon in St Dominic’s, Funeral Requiem of Ana Szokolo, 

followed by cremation at Gloucester Crematorium. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY For respect for human life Let us pray for the respect and 
protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God. 
 
 



THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST For many Catholics, their personal devotions for July 
centre on the Precious Blood of the Saviour. The Metropolitan Cathedral of Westminster is dedicated 
to the Precious Blood. These days, its dedication festival is kept on the1st July, but many will 
remember when the 1st of July WAS the feast of the Precious Blood, important enough to displace a 
Sunday because it was a feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  
 Devotion to the Precious Blood was very strong in Flanders in the 15th century and Bruges 
continues to have a basilica and a relic to prove it! In many respects, it is a devotion to the Passion of 
Christ, related to the devotion to the 5 Wounds and to the Sacred Heart. The complication, if you want 
to see one at all, is that the Catholic Faith proclaims that by the mystery of Transubstantiation, that 
Blood is still with us in the Chalice at Mass. 

Jesus, in Thy Dear Sacrament,  
Thy Blood I cannot see, 

But the Chalice glows with those red drops 
On Calvary shed for me. 

Nevertheless, the 1st July is not simply a celebration of the Eucharistic Presence of Christ. It remains 
primarily a Passion devotion, stressing the cleansing 
power of Christ’s Blood for the forgiveness of sins, a 
power to protect and enfold in God’s love.  
 One of the first documents to emerge from Vatican 
II was “Sacrosanctam Concilium” on 4th December 
1963. It sets out important theories for liturgical reform 
and is very sketchy on details. Not much happened 
until the Council ended in November 1965. The Interim 
Missal of 1965 tried to embody what the Council had 
asked for and you would have noticed the appearance 
of vernacular readings and bidding prayers.  
 “Sacrosanctam Concilium” expressed a desire to 
eliminate duplications, such as the Finding of the 
Cross on 3rd May and the Triumph of the Cross on 14th 
September. The Committees implementing the 
Council decided that the Precious Blood was a 
Eucharistic Feast and tried to roll it into Corpus Christi 
as “Corpus et Sanguis Christi”. As such, we should see 
it as part of the movement to have communion under 
both kinds, though this is not in the Vatican II 
document!  
 Westminster’s solution to the problem of losing the 
feast of their cathedral’s name was ingenious. Moving 
the Dedication Festival to the 1st July was very neat.  
 The People of God vote with their feet and their 

prayers. The devotion to the Precious Blood did not disappear or even diminish after the Feast Day 
was suppressed in 1969/1970. The Litany of the Precious Blood continues to be printed in books of 
prayers and widely used in private and at Benediction. It is easily and frequently depicted in art, 
particularly images of the Crucifixion.  

It is a point of ecumenical contact with other Christian groups who have a devotion to the 
Lord’s Blood in the English-Speaking world. In the 18th Century, William Cowper wrote:- 

There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 



Lose all their guilty stains: 
Lose all their guilty stains, 
Lose all their guilty stains; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

Its theology is perfectly orthodox, but it is not to our taste as 21st century Catholics. Perhaps 
more congenial is the tune Sagina, “And can it be that I should gain and interest in the Saviour’s 
Blood”. 

All of this goes to show that Liturgical Reform is only progress if you like it! Some changes 
were only that, changes! Some have been embraced and others not. It is an imprecise science with 
lots of starts and stops and few dead ends. 

The Council suggested trying to empty Lent of feast days, 
especially the small ones. It sounds so simple and easy. The trouble 
is that it rather depends on where you stand. The People of God have 
been very stubborn in resisting silly changes. Is St Patrick a small 
saint’s day? As the Irish!! Likewise, St David of Wales!!! Thomas 
Aquinas was moved to January. St Benedict of Nursia was officially 
supressed on 21st March to be kept on the 11th July. Immediately, the 
Holy See was inundated by individual monasteries and congregations 
seeking to keep him on the 21st March.  

Downside Abbey and School are dedicated to St Gregory the 
Great, originally kept on the date of his death 12th March. The new 
date for him is the 3rd September, the anniversary of his election as 
pope. The trouble was that this is never in term time for the school to 

celebrate and they too have permission from Rome to keep the old date. 
We sympathise with those wishing to keep treasured dates, as we also sympathise with the 

desire to make Lent a very special time in the life of the Western Church. The juggling act is far from 
easy. Other aspects of the changes of the late 1960’s and early 1970's will also need to be re-
evaluated. Some will last and others won’t.  

 

MISSION RED BOX THANK YOU AND APPEAL Next weekend we will welcome 
Brother Eddie to give a Red Box Appeal. Missio is the Pope’s charity for world Mission and through 
the Red Box we support the Church around the World where it is young and in need. Please do 
consider supporting this important cause by taking a Red Box or signing up to give via Direct Debit. 
Please remember to get your Red Box back to us by Sunday 9th August for emptying.  
 

SATURDAY 11TH JULY AT 
NYMPSFIELD CONVENT 
CHAPEL, REVD. MOTHER 
MARIA MMSP GOLDEN 
JUBILEE OF FIRST 
PROFESSION, Noon Mass with 
Bishop Bosco. Both parishes will have 
a second collection at Sunday Mass 
for the work of the MMSP. This will be 
the following weekend 25th/26th July 

 


