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The Wheat and the Weeds

Ordinary Sunday X'VI (Year A)

ST DOMINIC’S, DURSLEY & ST JOSEPH’S, NYMPSFIELD

2" Collection THIS week for the Apostleship of the Sea -
Red Boxes for emptying are needed by the 9" August

Special Collection NEXT week for the work of the M.M.S.P. our sisters at Nympsfield.
Special Collection on first weekend of August for the Bishop’s Charitable Fund

WORSHIP FOR THIS WEEK

18" Jul  Sunday XVI ‘Per 5.30pm Sunday Mass (Pro Populo) StJ’s
Annum’ 7.30pm ‘Music for a Summer’s Evening’ a St Giles,
cello recital by Orlando Jopling Uley
190 Jul 10.30am Sunday Mass ( ) StD’s
20t Jul  Feria of Wk. 16 No Public Office or Mass

21t Jul  Feria No Public Office or Mass (Fr. P attending a funeral in
Manchester)

227 Jul  MARY MAGDALENE No Public Office or Mass

234 Jul  BRIDGET OF SWEDEN No Public Office or Mass

24t Jul  Charbel Makhluf 5.30pm Vespers [Evening Prayer] StD’s
5.50-6.50pm  Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions St D’s
7.00pm Mass StD’s

250 Jul  JAMES THE GREAT Noon Modern Mass in Latin ( ) StD’s
3.00-4.00pm Confessions StD’s

25t Jul  Sunday XVII ‘Per 5.30pm Sunday Mass (Pro Populo) StJ’s

26" Jul  Annum’ 10.30am Sunday Mass ( ) StD’s




MASS PROPERS FOR SUNDAY XVI ‘Per Annum’ (Year A)
Entrance Antiphon: See, | have God THE PARABLE OF THE

for my help. The Lord sustains my
soul. | will sacrifice to You with
willing heart, and praise Your make,
O Lord, for it is good. ‘ r
First Reading Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 }"
To whom should You prove that You S
have not judged unjustly? '
Resp. Psalm: O Lord, You are good
and forgiving. - , )
Second Reading Romans 8:26-27 t Wheat and  Tares
Paul tells the Roman Christians that

the Holy Spirit teaches us how to pray.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! | thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and
of earth, You have revealed the secrets of the Kingdom to little children.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Gospel — Matthew 13:24-43 Jesus tells Parables from nature.

Communion Antiphon The Lord, the Gracious, the Merciful, has made a
memorial of His wonders; He gives food to those who fear Him.

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS

e FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS 1) on 18t/19t July for the Apostleship of the
Sea 2) for the MMSP Marian Missionary Sisters of the Poor on 25%/26t July. 3) for the
Bishop’s Charitable Fund on 1st/2nd August.

o Saturday 8t August at noon, Solemn Patronal Festival Mass in Dursley, St
Dominic’s Feast Day.
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200 CLUB JUNE DRAW WINNING NUMBERS
1. Number 19 Theresa Dyer
2. Number 160 Maire Murphy
3. Number 20 Anne Ballard

FREE SURVIVOR SUPPORT & INFORMATION EVENT - 11TH AUGUST
2026 Hosted by the Southwest Ecumenical Safeguarding Forum in Partnership with First Light.
Please share the information about this event within your parishes and networks. More
information and registration is via Eventbrite. The Southwest Ecumenical Safeguarding Forum
(SWESF) is a regional collaboration across the Southwest of England, focused on safeguarding
within Christian churches and faith settings. First Light is a specialist UK charity that supports
and empowers people affected by abuse, including domestic abuse, sexual violence, and
church-related abuse.
If you have been affected by abuse, you are warmly invited to attend this supportive

and informative event. Free Survivor Support & Information Event Tickets,




POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY For respect for human life Let us pray for the
respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.

FROM BROTHER EDDIE MHM Dear Parishioners of St Dominic’s Nympsfield and
St Joseph’s Dursley, A hearty thanks for the support you gave last week’s Missio/Mill Hill
appeal. Your generosity reflects how you are still prepared to give despite the many calls upon
your time and resources. Three parishioners joined the Red Box scheme; Five direct debit
forms were taken away and will hopefully be pledged; Forty-nine pounds was donated in cash
between the two parishes and in total £35 pounds was donated via the Visa card reader. Please
await announcements via your newsletter as to how your box will be called for to be emptied
and returned or taken back. Our thanks again to your Red box secretaries, Shirley O'Sillivan
and Mary Cryan and to Fr Philip Thomas for their support of the appeal. Yours sincerely,
Brother Eddie Slawinski.

HALL REFURBISHMET UPDATE
_ Dear Parishioners, Hall Refurbishment
i Update and Request for Help. The Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC), met on Tuesday this
week to discuss and decide the next steps in
our planned refurbishment of the Hall, on
which work must begin before 24th January
2027, or our planning permission will lapse,
and we will have to start again and re-apply
for the permission. All the money which has
- already been spent to get to this stage will
have been wasted.
As explained at the Parish meeting on 10th May this year, the tender prices for the project came
in considerably higher than our original Architects had estimated. The project was first costed
over 4 years ago, like everything at the moment building materials and labour costs continue
to rise. So, allowing for VAT and a contingency the Parish will need to find in the region of
£300,000 in order to complete the project.
While this is a significant amount of money to raise, it is not impossible. There are a number of
funding streams in the form of grants that the PPC are considering and will apply for along with
money that can be raised within the Parish though various planned events and donations.
This is where Parishioners would be able to help. If you are aware of any funding
streams/grants that the Parish could apply for, that we not be aware of, please let Fr Philip or
any member of the PPC know.
Applying for grants can be an onerous process and we cannot expect one or two members of
the PPC to take on the task for all that may be available for the whole Parish. If you have
experience of applying for grants or feel you would be able to do this with guidance from others,
we would appreciate the help.
There are other ways to help move this project along, such as organising/helping with fund
raising events. So, if you are able to help and become more involved in the project; this could
be anything from being a member of the PPC to helping organise a fund-raising event, please
speak to Fr Philip or any member of the PPC.
Thank you in anticipation.
John Hudson — PPC Chair




= HOMILY FOR SUNDAY
MASS, XVI ‘Per Annum’ (Year
A)  18t%h/19th  JULY 2026,
NYMPSFIELD & DURSLEY

This Sunday’s 3 parables tell us
things that are true, truthful to reality as
we experience it. Let’s start with the two
smaller stories. The parable of the
mustard seed tells us 2 truths, a) that
faith starts small & b) that it grows to be
bigger and stronger than we imagine.
Both of these things are true and are |ncred|bly encouraging. A very similar point is made in the
parable of the yeast. The tiny organism grows, so that its bubbles fill the dough and make it
rise. This is both the growth of faith and also the way in which Christian faith permeates the
whole of life. We should let faith grow, cultivating it and flexing its muscles, and we should make
Christianity spread through every area of our lives.

The longer parable is also about important truths. Once again, it tells us more than one!
The Advent truth is about judgement at the end of time. Because wheat and tares look so
similar through most of their growing time, it is impossible to tell them apart and therefore
mistakes would be made. When all the growing is done and harvest comes it is easy to separate
them out and burn only the weeds. God’s justice is ultimate, that it is, we see it most fully only
at the end, when it is perfect and obvious and without fault. Human justice makes mistakes,
lacks perspective and is often premature

The other truth this longer
parable gives us is its description of =
what our life in this world is like now. It i
is a mixture of good and bad, the §
saintly and the Vvillainous and
everything in between. We make the g
assertion that God made creation %
good, including us. The Parable uses
the image of a corn field and an |
unknown enemy or neighbour who
comes and sows darnel in the field of
good seed. This is a picture of the fall ¥
from grace. The Enemy is, not
surprisingly, the Evil One, the Devil. He -
wishes to lead us astray, to take us away from God, to confuse and bamboozle. The weeds
look like the wheat and he wants us to mistake one for the other. Furthermore, he could not be
happier if he manages to make us try and root out the rubbish. We would trample on the wheat
as well as the tares. We would damage the good that’s going on in our lives. Judgement at the
end of our earthly lives will sort out much of this mess. Confession every month will help us
root out harm and evil,but will not touch the flourishing good in our lives. Confession’s weedkiller
is most effective and also nourishes the good, fertilizing our virtues. The growth of virtues in
conjunction with the growth of faith in our lives is a sure way to get to heaven, at such time as
He shall call. AMEN.




