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ORDINARY SUNDAY XXIII (Year A) 
 

 
 
COOKBOOK SALE Fr. Philip has amassed ridiculous amounts of books and is 
trying to learn his lesson. His collection of cookbooks will be on sale at the Café Dominic 
NEXT WEEKEND for a £5 each – First come first served. 
 
 
 

Worship for this WEEK 
5th Sep 
6th Sep 

SUNDAY XXIII ‘Per Annum’ 
Mission Appeal 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Mass (Pro Populo)  
Sunday Mass (      ) 

St J’s 
St D’s 

7th Sep  Feria of Wk 23 Public Mass or Office  
8th Sep NATIVITY OF THE BVM Feast 9.15am 

9.30am 
Lauds 
Mass (H.M. Queen Elizabeth II RIP) 

St D’s 

9th Sep Feria 9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds 
Mass (Seamus Greaney RIP) 

St D’s 
St D’s 

10th Sep Feria 10.00am  Mass (Holy Souls) St J’s 

11th Sep Feria 11.00am 
5.30pm 
5.50-6.50pm 
7.00pm  

Funeral of Eleonora Pawlyszyn 
Vespers  
Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions 
Mass (Holy Souls) 

St D’s 
St D’s  
St D’s  
St D’s 

12th Sep Holy Name of Mary  Noon 
3.00-4.00pm 

Modern Mass in Latin (Holy Souls)  
Confessions 

St D’s  
St D’s 

12th Sep 
13th Sep 

SUNDAY XXIV ‘Per Annum’ 5.30pm 
10.30am 
3.00pm 

Sunday Mass (Pro Populo)  
Sunday Mass (Mary Bucci RIP Anniv.) 
Holy Baptism of Johnny 
McDonagh 

St J’s 
St D’s   
St D’s 



SUNDAY PROPERS FOR O.S. 23 (Year A)  
Entrance Antiphon: You are just, O lord, and 
Your judgement is right; treat Your servant in 
accord with Your merciful love.         
 First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9 “If you do not warn 
the wicked, his blood I will require at your hand”.                            
Resp. Psalm: O that today you would listen to 
His voice! Harden not your hearts.    
Second Reading Romans 13:8-10 Love is the 
fulfilling of the law!                              
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! God in 
Christ was reconciling the world to Himself, 
and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Gospel – Matthew 18:15-20 ‘If he listens to you, 
you have gained your brother’.                                    
Communion Antiphon Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my souls is 
thirsting for God, the Living God.       
 

CAFÉ DOMINIC RETURNS FROM SUMMER HOLIDAY After its August 
holidays, coffee after Sunday morning mass returns THIS WEEKEND. The hiatus gave our 
hard-working volunteers a much- needed break. Please consider volunteering for making, 
serving and washing up. Able-bodied parishioners are asked to help with setting up and 
clearing away tables and chairs!!!!!! 
 

ANNUAL MISSION APPEAL FOR THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF ST 
PAUL (MSP) Fr. Kingsley Onyekwere MSP, of the Missionary Society of St. Paul (MSP), 
will make the mission appeals THIS WEEKEND. The MSP is a religious congregation working 
in different parts of the world, committed to spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ and the 
salvific work of God the Father in the Holy Spirit. The MSP warmly invites you to support their 
mission appeal. There will be a second collection at all Masses. Additionally, you can donate 
by setting up a direct debit or by cheque using the provided account details:  
Account Name: The Missionary Society of St Paul  
Sort code: 202963  
Account No: 73306224  
Bank Name: Barclays Bank  
 
POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER For the care of water. Let us pray for a just 
and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to 
it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR LADY & ASTRONOMY Today, we treat astrology as mostly nonsense and just a bit of fun, 
columns in newspapers and magazines. As Catholics, we are not supposed to take attempts to divine the 
future seriously, so we are not avid star gazers, like the ancient Babylonians and Greeks. The Magi, the Wise 
Men of the Epiphany story, were probably Astrologers as well as fire worshippers from Persia.  
 It took a long time and the invention of the telescope for people to be able to separate astrology from 
astronomy. Satellites, deep space probes and off world telescopes have shown us wonders of the universe 
we could not imagine.   
 Ancient men had no precise way of calculating time, so observing the heavens was all they had. The 
Julian calendar is attributed to Julius Caesar, whose authority promulgated it. They observed that the earth 
takes roughly 365 days and a quarter to orbit the sun. By putting in an extra or leap year every four years, 
thing should come right, but they were only partially right. It is a bit mor than six hours. With time, the calendar 
drifted from the observable seasons on earth. Scientists advised Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 to correct the 
calendar to help with working out the date of Easter. Britain, as Protestant country, did not adopt this new 
calendar until 1752, when they had to shift the calendar by 9 days. Greece only adopted the Gregorian 
Calendar in 1923. 
 Observing sun, moon, stars and planets, over the 
centuries, Christians noted that the planet Venus could often 
be seen above the horizon at dawn and dusk, before the sun 
rose and after it set, when the sky still had light. They did not 
know that it was the planet Venus, without a telescope to show 
that it wasn’t a star. Like the moon, it does not shine but 
reflects light from the sun. They called it the Morning Star and 
the Evening Star, especially the Stella Matutina – Morning 
Star. This is used as a title for Our Lady in the Litany of Loretto. 
 Because Venus appears in the sky just before the sun 
arises above the horizon, Catholic Christians say that Our 
Lady leads us to Christ. Specifically, her nativity or birth is a 
forerunner of the joy of Christmas when Christ is born into our 
world.  When she comes into this world, the Saviour must be 
close behind. It is also theologically correct like Venus and the 
Sun, for Our Lady borrows light from Him. Fr. Philip very 
happily stayed in hotel in Lourdes called the Stella Matutina. 
Following the Book of Revelation, it is traditional to depict Our 
Lady with a crown of 12 stars. We can see this as a reminder of her as the planet Venus the morning star. 



 Her birthday is, in Clifton, the Feast of Our Lady of Glastonbury, with the diocesan pilgrimage this 
weekend. The contemplative Sisters of Mary Morning Star took over the Poor Clare convent in Lynton, in 
Minehead parish.  
 

 
 

ADORATION AND BENEDICTION ON FRIDAYS Every Friday, after Public Vespers, We 
have an hour adoring Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, concluding with 
Benediction. Our Catholic Faith tells us that Christ is really and substantially present in the Blessed 
Sacrament, at Mass, in Holy Communion for the sick and housebound, and when exposed for worship in the 
Monstrance. It is a golden and precious opportunity on Friday give Our Saviour the worship which is His due. 
We bring our busy week, our worries and cares. We pray for the peace of the world, for the living and dead. 
Not every parish follows the recommendations of numerous popes and does this. We are often joined by 
parishioners from elsewhere, taking advantage of Holy Hour and the chance to go Confession. It is restorative, 
restful and very prayerful. At the start of the Hour we recite the Holy Rosary (again an blessing not always 
afforded elsewhere). It is perfectly acceptable to just drop in for part of the Hour of Adoration, as your 
circumstances allow. Come and join us! 


