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ORDINARY SUNDAY XXIV (Year A) 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION SUNDAY 

 

 

POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR SEPTEMBER For the care of water. Let us pray for a just 
and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to 
it. 
 

Worship for this WEEK 
12th Sep 
13th Sep 

SUNDAY XXIV ‘Per Annum’ 5.30pm 
10.30am 
3.00pm 

Sunday Mass (Pro Populo)  
Sunday Mass (Mary Bucci RIP Anniv.) 
Holy Baptism of Johnny McDonagh 

St J’s 
St D’s 
St D’s 

14th Sep EXALTATION OF THE HOLY 
CROSS 

10.00am Mass St D’s 

15th Sep Mary at the Foot of the Cross - 
Our Lady of Sorrows 

9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds 
Mass (Holy Souls) 

St D’s 
St D’s 

16th Sep Saints Cyprian and Cornelius 9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds 
Mass (   ) 

St D’s 
St D’s 

17th Sep St Edith of Wilton 10.00am  Mass (Holy Souls) St J’s 

18th Sep Feria 5.30pm 
5.50-
6.50pm 
7.00pm  

Vespers  
Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions 
 
Mass (Holy Souls) 

St D’s 
St D’s  
St D’s  

19th Sep St Januarius   Noon 
3.00-
4.00pm 

Modern Mass in Latin (Holy Souls)  
Confessions 

St D’s  
St D’s 

19th Sep 
20th Sep 

SUNDAY XXV ‘Per Annum’ 5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Mass (Pro Populo)  
Sunday Mass (  ) 

St J’s 
St D’s  



SUNDAY PROPERS FOR O.S. 24 (Year A)  
Entrance Antiphon: Give peace, O Lord, to 
those, who wait for You, that Your prophets 
be found true. Hear the prayers of Your 
servant, and of Your people Israel.         
 First Reading Ecclesiasticus/Wisdom of Jesus 
Ben Sirach 27:30-28:7 “Forgive your 
neighbour the wrong he has done, and then 
your sins will be pardoned when you pray”.                            
Resp. Psalm: The LORD is compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger and rich in mercy.     
Second Reading Romans 14:7-9 “Whether we 
live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s..”                              
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! A new commandment I give to you, says the 
Lord, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Gospel – Matthew 18: 21-35 ‘How often will may brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him?’                                    
Communion Antiphon How precious is Your mercy, O God! The children of men 
seek shelter in Your wings.       
 

ADORATION AND BENEDICTION ON 
FRIDAYS Every Friday, after Public Vespers, we have an 
hour adoring Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar, concluding with Benediction. Our 
Catholic Faith tells us that Christ is really and substantially 
present in the Blessed Sacrament, at Mass, in Holy 
Communion for the sick and housebound, and when 
exposed for worship in the Monstrance. It is a golden and 
precious opportunity on Friday to give Our Saviour the 
worship which is His due. We bring our busy week, our 
worries and cares. We pray for the peace of the world, for 
the living and dead. Not every parish follows the 
recommendations of numerous popes and does this. We 
are often joined by parishioners from elsewhere, taking 

advantage of Holy Hour and the chance to go Confession. It is restorative, restful and very 
prayerful. At the start of the Holy Hour we recite the Holy Rosary (again an blessing not always 
afforded elsewhere). It is perfectly acceptable to just drop in for part of the Hour of Adoration, 
as your circumstances allow. Come and join us! 
 

200 CLUB DRAW RESULSTS FOR JULY AND AUGUST  
July 
1st Prize 64 Rosemary Canning 
2nd Prize 108 Pat P. 
3rd Prize 76 Pete Tarski 

August 
1st Prize 182 Mary Cryan 
2nd Prize 48 Norman Long 
3rd Prize 12 Pat Uglow 

 



CATHOLIC EDUCATION SUNDAY THIS WEEKEND When the Catholic 
Community of Nympsfield was founded by 
the conversion to the faith of the Lea family, 
many of their employees and tenants, 
together with their families followed suit. One 
of the very first things established for this 
new Catholic community was a school for the 
children. Catholic education has always been 
important. The sisters of the Convent 
provided teachers for many years, and some 
of them rest in St Joseph’s church yard.  
 The Dominican fathers at Woodchester 

followed the Passionists into that parish, trying to get close to Oxford. Eventually, Blackfriars in 
Oxford was opened as Dominican Priory. Since their inception, the sons and daughters of St 
Dominic have worked in universities, the opposite end of Catholic Education from our primary 
school. Perhaps the 19th century reluctance of Protestant England to the return of the friars to 
Oxford and Cambridge was because of their successful work with students and converts. 
 Catholic Education has not only been an arm of the mission of the Church, outreach to 
pupils and families, but also about excellence. The values of the Gospel are taught by the 
Saviour and reiterated by St Paul in his letters. 
Philippians 4:8 says, “Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things.” This weekend, it is important not 
only to mention our own primary school, but those 
throughout the Diocese. St John Henry Newman 
cherished the idea of a Catholic University as well 
as the Church working in universities, like that of 
Gloucestershire and of the West of England. We have secondary schools like St. Peter’s in 
Gloucestershire. Please think about supporting Catholic Education by sending children and 
grandchildren in your care to these institutions.  
 Education means “leading/drawing [Latin Ducere] the talents and abilities out of children 
and adults”. Those talents are implanted by God and so revealing them is an inherently 
Christian thing to do. In imparting information and skills to pupils and students, we are 
enlightening them. The Saviour is the Light of the World and sharing light is a fundamentally 
Catholic thing to do.  
WE SEND OUR PRAYERS AND BEST WISHES TO ST JOSPEH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
IN NYMPSFIELD AND TO THE PRE-SCHOOL, AS WELL AS TO ST PETER’S HIGH 

SCHOOL IN GLOUCESTER ON THIS CATHOLIC EDUCATION SUNDAY.  
Please read the Bishop’s Letter for this Sunday. 



OUR LADY OF SORROWS The biblical description in St John’s Gospel of Our Lady 
standing at the foot of the cross, has always 
been a sort of gateway for Christians to 
enter prayerfully into the Passion of the 
Saviour. Not only Catholics and Orthodox 
find her sufferings beneath the cross a 
point of entry into the redemptive suffering 
of Christ Himself.  
 Every parent who has lost a child, 
everyone who has had to watch a loved 

one die slowly before their eyes, mourners in their grief have 
found an anchor in Our Lady of Sorrows to help them stay in the 
overall picture of Christianity.  
 The memorial of Mary at the Foot of the Cross fittingly 
follows Holy Cross Day, but it is only one of a number of such 
commemorations. The Friday before Palm Sunday is known as 
the Compassion of the Virgin. It is very big in Spain, where 
figures of Mary, clothed in black and pierced with swords are 
carried through the streets in Holy Week. This Compassion of 
the Virgin was restored to the Missal in 2010, although it had 
never disappeared from the prayers and devotions of so many 
Catholics. 
 The artwork may be questionable at times, but it is very difficult to depict pain, especially 

emotional pain and distress. These things are a sad reality 
in human life and the figure of Christ’s Holy Mother 
beneath the Cross stands on our behalf at the heart of the 
story of salvation. 
 It is in this context that we should understand why so 
many believe that the Bible does  not record an intensely 
private and personal encounter between the Risen Lord 
and His mother on Easter Morning. It makes sense in faith 
to balance the sorrow and pain of Good Friday with a 
Marian meeting with Our Lord Jesus Christ on the 
Resurrection morning. For those in present difficulties, 
such a meeting allows them to see that things will change. 
Maria Desolata becomes Maria Consolata, and 
presentations of flowers and crowning with flowers is a 
regular part of Catholic Easter in many parts of the world. 
Just the joyful singing of Regina Coeli at the end of Mass 
fits into this traditional belief.  

 
 


