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ORDINARY SUNDAY XXVII (Year A) 
Harvest Festival and CAFOD 2nd Collection 

 

 

POPE’S INTENTIONS FOR OCTOBER For mental health ministry Let us pray that 
the mental health ministry be established throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma 
and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses. 
 

SEPTEMBER 200 CLUB DRAW RESULTSI 
 First Prize - 37 Trevor Hill 
 Second Prize – 3 Sean Macdonald 
 Third Prize – 46 Gill Lindsay 

Worship for this WEEK 
3rd Oct 
4th Oct 

SUNDAY XXVII ‘Per Annum’ 
Harvest Festival 

5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Mass (Pro Populo)  
Sunday Mass (    ) 

St J’s 
St D’s 

5th Oct St Faustina Kowalska No Public Office or Mass 
6th Oct St Bruno, Founder of the 

Carthusians 
9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds 
Mass (    ) 

St D’s 
St D’s 

7th Oct Our Lady of the Rosary 9.15am 
9.30am 

Lauds 
Mass (  ) 

St D’s 
St D’s 

8th Oct Feria of Week 27 10.00am  School Mass (   ) St J’s 

9th Oct ST. JOHN HENRY NEWMAN, 
Feast in England 

5.30pm 
5.50-6.50pm 
7.00pm  

Vespers  
Rosary and Holy Hour & Confessions 
Mass (Holy Souls) 

St D’s 
St D’s  
St D’s  

10th Oct St Denys & Companions   Noon 
3.00-4.00pm 

Modern Mass in Latin (Holy Souls)  
Confessions 

St D’s  
St D’s 

10th Oct 
11th Oct 

SUNDAY XXVIII ‘Per Annum’ 5.30pm 
10.30am 

Sunday Mass (Pro Populo)  
Sunday Mass (  ) 

St J’s 
St D’s  



SUNDAY PROPERS FOR O.S. 27 (Year A)  
Entrance Antiphon: Within Your will, O Lord, all things are established, and there is 
none that can resist Your will. For You made all things, the heaven and the earth, and 
all that is held withing the circle of heaven; You are the Lord of all.            
 First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7 Isaiah of Jerusalem sings us a song about a vineyard to 
highlight to the people how hard God has worked for their salvation, and how they have 
thrown it away, bringing punishment on their own heads by their wrong-doing.  
Resp. Psalm: The vineyard of the LORD is the house of Israel.   
Second Reading Philippians 4:6-9 St Paul, writing towards the end of his life, under 
house arrest in Rome, urges us to hold fast to values which will bring us nearer God and 
heaven.                                 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I chose you out of the world, says the Lord, that 
you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Gospel – Matthew 21:33-43 Christ tells the Parable of the Vineyard Tenants.                                     
Communion Antiphon The Lord is good to those who hope in Him, to the soul that 
seeks Him.          

 

“FRIENDS AT CHRISTMAS” ' Friends at Christmas' are looking for a cook to head up 
the kitchen team at the Methodist Church on Christmas Day. The cook will be responsible for 
cooking a Christmas lunch for up to 70 people. A team of volunteers is in place to help with 
procurement and preparation. For more details contact Nicky Yudin (F@C coordinator) Mobile: 
07999755138, Email: harrowyudins@aol.com' 
 

 STARTING SCHOOL? If you have a child born between 1 September 2022 and 31 August 
2023, then now is the time to apply for a place at a primary school for admission from September 
2027 onwards. You must complete an application form that is available from the school admissions 
team of the Stroud District Council and Gloucestershire County Council. If your child has been 
baptised and you are applying for a Catholic school, you must also provide a copy of the baptism 
certificate to the school. Please ensure you apply by the closing date of 15 January 2027.  
 

BISHOP’S APPEAL: On Education Sunday, Bishop Bosco launched a new appeal for 
parishioners to serve as school governors or as academy trust directors. Being a governor/director 
is helping our schools to provide the best possible education for today’s children and helping to 
protect Catholic schools for future generations – it is truly supporting the mission of the Church. 
There is an urgent need for more volunteers to serve as governors/directors and no previous 
experience is required. If you would like to help our schools and respond to the Bishop’s appeal, 
please contact Bill McEntee, Governance Officer at Clifton Diocese, for more information via   
bill.mcentee@cliftondiocese.com or on 07710094976 – thank you. 

 

SOME THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEKEND The harvest that really matters is the 
harvest of souls. You can talk about in terms borrowed from mining, deep sea fishing, agriculture 
or horticulture. This weekend, the Lord borrows the language of viticulture (wine growing) and 
share cropping. There is not much growing of vines in Dursley, though there is a working vineyard 
in Tetbury. Share cropping is virtually unknown in this country, where the rent for the farm or 
vineyard is paid with a share of the crop produced. The Owner of the Vineyard is the Father and 
He wants Israel to render Him the harvest of souls, but it isn’t paying up.  

Israel has gone astray, and so the Heavenly Father gives the vineyard to the Gentiles, i.e. 
to His Church. The demand to yield faithful souls to the Kingdom of Heaven is still the same. And 



we can record here that, however well our mission to the world is going, the answer is still COULD 
DO BETTER, like my school report all those years ago.  
 For a moment, let’s park that idea there. God has always looked for the salvation of 
humanity, sending saints great and small, movements short lived and still with us. One of these 
movements was the Vita Apostolica movement in the 12th Century. It means The Apostolic Life. 
Its three great principles were A) Imitation of the Primitive Church of the Apostles, B) Simplicity 
and poverty, C) Penitence and sorrow for sin. This affected monasteries and ordinary people. It 
affected a young man baptised John F. Bernadone in Assisi. He is known to history as St Francis 
of Assisi.  
 To some, these principles and the genuine attempts to live them out were revolutionary, 
challenging both church and society. They were thought to be long haired layabouts, begging for 
alms on the streets, fleecing unsuspecting nobility, preaching wherever they went, when parochial 
clergy rarely preached at all, hearing confessions as unknown strangers who would move on 
quickly (taking people away from the Parish Priest or his curates!!!). All of these things were said 
of Francis and his Little Brothers and of Clare and her sisters too. Their preaching of repentance 
was challenging; poverty was threatening to the wealthy in and outside church.  

Yet, Francis was not as revolutionary as some thought. He spent time with the Benedictine 
monks at St Peter’s Priory at the bottom of Assisi Town, being grounded in scripture and worship. 
He sought approval for his work and Clare’s, for their brothers and sisters around them and after 
them. Francis sought approval of his work from Pope Innocent III in 1207 and again from Pope 
Honorius III in 1223. The Franciscans and the Poor Clares have been rooted in loyalty to the Holy 
See ever since, the root that made sure they never lost their anchor or their way. Non-Catholic 
attempts at Franciscan Life have never had this security.  

The Franciscans are just one fruit of the Vita Apostolica. It produced our own St Dominic 
and the early Carmelites. It led to reforming zeal amongst established orders like the Benedictines 
and the new Cistercians. Most of all, it led to souls finding Christ, being gathered to the Harvest of 
Souls.  

St Francis died on the evening of Saturday 3rd October 1226 at the Portiuncula below Assisi, 
800 years ago this weekend. News spread widely on the Sunday the 4th and that is the day of his 
feast in the church.  

Francis would, I believe, have said that the Church could have done better in the task of 
evangelisation and authentic Christian living. His life and work speak to every age, like the Owner 
of the Vineyard asking for the produce. We too can produce fruit ourselves and work in the vineyard 
to grow more. A revolution is not required, but faithfulness to our origins is. We must never lose 
sight of Christ and His Apostles. We must not allow possessions and worldly success to blind us 
from the basic simplicity of Christ’s message. Our message is heard with more effectiveness when 
we live the kind of life that those around us live, living simply that others may simply live [Pope 
Francis called it smelling of the sheep].  

The Sons and Daughters of St Dominic in their white habits and black cloaks remind us as 
strongly as the Franciscans to preach and live the message. This Harvest Festival, may we be the 
tenants who will give the Father His fruits in due season, the people in possession of the Kingdom 
of God and admitting many to join us.   
 

“SYNOD ON SYNODALITY” SYNODAL PROCESS As you will know Bishop Bosco 
has appointed a Synod Team to support parishes in a period of reflection leading to a Diocesan 
Assembly in June. We have put in the diary several dates to cover information sessions and small 
group facilitation sessions, which are outlined below. 



I know that you are very busy, but it would help enormously, if you could support this by inviting 
two (though it can be more) parishioners to represent your parish so that no parish is left out. Your 
first two reps would not have to commit but attend on a fact-finding basis and make a decision 
then if it is for them or perhaps some other people in the Parish. It would be good to have some 
young people represented so if you can encourage them that would also be great.   

Our four areas and dates for learning about facilitation sessions are: 
1. Saturday 26 September, St. Dunstan, Keynsham:  10am-12noon 

- https://CiSKeynsham.eventbrite.co.uk 
2. Saturday 26 September, English 

Martyrs, Chard:  2.30pm-4.30pm 
- https://CisChard.eventbrite.co.uk 

3. Saturday 3 October, English Martyrs, 
Tuffley: 10am-12noon 
- https://cisTuffley.eventbrite.co.uk 

4. Saturday 3 October, St. John the 
Baptist, Trowbridge: 2.30pm-4.30pm 
- https://CisTrowbridge.eventbrite.co.uk 

Representatives can attend any one of the 
meetings. Refreshments will be available 30 minutes before the meeting starts. So that we can 
know what numbers to cater for, it would be very helpful if your representatives can please register 
using the Eventbrite link.  
 In addition to these formation meetings, we are also offering two online zoom information 
sessions (different to the above) which will help people to understand what is being asked of them 
and why. These will take place on: 
Tuesday 22 September, 7-8pm - https://synodalinfosession1.eventbrite.co.uk 
Thursday 24 September, 7-8pm -  https://synodalinfosession2.eventbrite.co.uk 
When they register for one of these you will receive the zoom link to the meeting within your 
Eventbrite ticket.  
 Please feel free to invite anyone you know who may not have received this email, especially 
new parishioners, people newly received into the Church and young people. If you have any 
questions about any of this, please do contact the team by emailing synod@cliftondiocese.com 
 

CHARITY CHRISITMAS CARDS IN GOOD TIME HCPT is celebrating 70 years 
since the pilgrimages to Lourdes, for handicapped children, were established. We have received 
a letter encouraging us to buy their Christmas cards and/or give a donation to boost their funds so 
they can continue their wonderful work. By sending their cards we can also help spread the word 
about the work in hand. 
More details information can be found through the charity as follows: 
HCPT, Oakfield Park, 32 Bilton Road, Rugby, CV22 7HQ 
Tel.01788 564646        hq@hcpt.org.uk www.hcpt.org.uk 
Order cards by phone  - 01227811651 on line - www.charitycardshop.com/hcpt  
Donations 01788 564646 by phone   www.hcpt.org.uk  online  
There are a few leaflets at the back of the church with an order form. (We are we willing to print 
anymore if requested) 
 

Sarah Adams, Director,  
Dept. for Evangelisation & Discipleship 

Alexander House 
160 Pennywell Road 

Bristol, BS50TX 
Tel. 0117 902 5595 Option 3 Ext. 201or 

318 
Mobile 0777 900 3431 

 


