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WOULD EVERYONE, including regulars PLEASE CHECK THAT YOU HAVE
FILLED IN A FORM FOR US TO HAVE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS

POPE’S INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER For the prevention of suicide

Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find the support, care, and love
they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR DECEMBER For Christians in areas of conflict Let us pray

that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace,
reconciliation, and hope.



MASS PROPERS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN
ADVENT (Year A)

Entrance Antiphon To You, | lift up my soul, O my God. In
You, | have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my
enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in You be
put to shame.

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 /saiah the son of Amoz has a vision
of the Mountain of the Lord and the Heavenly City at the end
of time.

Resp. Psalm Let us go rejoicing to the house of the LORD.
Second Reading Romans 13:11-14A St Paul tries to rouse us, because our salvation is
drawing nearer.

Gospel Acclamation Alleluia, Alleluia! Show us, O Lord, Your mercy; and grant us Your
salvation. Alleluia

Gospel — Matthew 24:37-44 The Saviour warns us to stay awake, because He, the Son of
Man, is coming at a time we do not expect.

Communion Antiphon The Lord will bestow His bounty, and our earth shall yield its
increase.

THE ADVENT FAYRE & FORE-FAYRE
MANY THANKS TO HELPERS, SALESPEOPLE AND CUSTOMERS
ONE DAY DONE. SECOND AFTER MASS

FORTHCOMING DATES AND EVENTS

e Monday 8" December — Solemnity of Our Lady’s Immaculate Conception, Mass at Noon in
Dursley. Our Lady Immaculate is the patron of Clifton Diocese with the Apostles Peter and Paul

e Thursday 11t December Annual Concert by the Oriana Singers in church at 7.30pm, with
refreshments included in the ticket price. Tickets are now available from Pat Uglow at £10 each.
We are fortunate to have this excellent choir give us another memorable performance and
generously donate any profit to our Hall Refurbishment Fund. Bring all your friends.

e ADVENT Il 13™/14™ DECEMBER GAUDETE SUNDAY - WEAR SOMETHING PINK

e Sunday 14t December, Advent Ill, Cam and Dursley Churches Together invite you to come and
prepare for the coming Christmas Season with “Beer and Carols” outside the Hoptician, under the
Dursley Market Hall @ 7.00pm. Come and sing your faith and sing your heart out.

e Wednesday 17t December — The last phase of Advent begins and the O Antiphons start at Mass
and Vespers.

RED BOXES APF red boxes need to be handed in for counting. You have till the 7t December.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2026 Application forms for candidates (children or adults) are
available at the back of each church. The prayers of all parishioners are asked for the candidates and
for the valiant band who prepare them.

MARY’S YES - AN ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION Mary’s personal story is more
fully told than that of any other follower of Jesus except Peter. If Peter illustrates for us our weakness
and ability to fail yet still be welcomed by God, Mary’s story lays before us just how costly saying
“Yes!” to God can be. We are invited to place our own story alongside hers and see what we can learn
about the effects of an intervening God let loose in our lives. Our Advent Day of Reflection will offer
us a chance to reflect and pray about the significance of Our Lady’s response to the Angel when she




said ‘Yes’ to becoming the mother of God. Together, we will explore how we
respond to God’s invitation in our own life and the challenges and joys it can
bring. The day will take place on Saturday 6 December at the Apostle Room,
Cathedral Church of St Peter & St Paul. We will start at 10.15am, after
9.30am Mass (for those who wish to attend) and finish at 3.30pm. Please bring
a packed lunch. Refreshments will be provided. There are limited places, so
please let us know if you are planning to attend. You can contact us at:
adult.education@cliftondiocese.com

THE SEASONS OF THE YEAR ACCORDING TO RETAILERS

The January Sales/Buying Summer holidays

Valentine’s [NB not a saint]

Spring & Secular Easter — chocolate eggs, fluffy bunnies and flowers

A seemingly endless list of sporting events, with merchandise opportunities
June and July Summer Sales - clothes, sunglasses and sunburn remedies.
August — Phew, what a scorcher
1st September Christmas goods go on sale in the shops and carols can be heard on the Tannoy

Halloween.
The Poppy Season

Christmas goods and parties up to the King on the TV on the 25t December
Boxing Day Sales, (TV shows its first Cadbury’s cream egg adverts on Boxing Day)

New Year

Wednesday 24t December 9.30am Last Mass of Advent in Dursley

6.00pm Christmass Vigil Mass in Dursley
9.00pm Mass of Christmass Night in Nympsfield
9.00am Mass of Christmass Dawn in Nympsfield
11.00am Mass of Christmass Day in Dursley
10.45am Rosary and Holy Hour

Noon Mass of St Stephen.

Thursday 25" December

Friday 26t December

ADVENT-

Make ready
the way of Lord.
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THE NEED TO PRESERVE THE SEASON OF
ADVENT The giving of presents to each other at
Christmas and Epiphany goes back centuries. They have
usually been few, homemade and deeply personal. The
Advertising Men and Women have succeeded in convincing
us that the buying of lots of presents is what it is all about,
along with a series of festive meals divorced from anyone’s
religious celebrations (Christmas, Diwali, or Hannukah!).
The figure of British Father Christmas in green has been
largely superseded by Santa Claus, as drawn in red by Coca
Cola adverts in the 1930’s. Legends have been invented to
replace the original connections to St Nicholas of Myra. The
spirit of Christmas either comes distilled in bottles or else is
a cosy bonhomie, false jollity and partying.

The preceding paragraph is deliberately cynical. Genuine

human kindness does exist. Crisis at Christmas and valiant local initiatives to feed the isolated and
vulnerable. Secret Santa has good motives behind it.




HOWEVER, we must try to resist all attempts to divorce the
commercial spending and corporation lights from the religious
festivals of Christians, Hindus and Jews. Communist Russia and
various cartoon franchises keep Jack Frost alongside Santa Claus
as alternative focuses of celebration. Disney’s 2013 animation
Frozen has taken Hans Christian Anderson’s 1844 story of The
Snow Queen not only to entertain children, but also to sell the
merchandise.

Diwali and Hannukah are important events for religious
neighbours and allies in trying to keep faith before the eyes of the
world. For us Catholic Christians, the season of Christmas begins
on the evening of the 24th December and continues for at least 12 days (and probably 40 days up to
Candlemas). The run-up to Christmas Eve is not Christmas. The buying of presents, the making of
travel plans and the mountains of cooking are, in fact, the preparation for Christmas.

We are not party poopers. Advent is not the season of Bah Humbug, to quote St
Scrooge as told by Charles Dickens. We know how to enjoy ourselves. We are not
against “Christmas Shopping” and the culinary delights of this time of year. We enjoy
giving and receiving gifts. We are not exempt from feeling the growing excitement and
hope. We hold liturgical celebrations around that growing hope. We use candles and
Christingles to look for the coming of the Light of Christ into our physical and spiritual
darkness. We rejoice in the music of the season, old and new.
We hold, though, to the truth that Christmas is a season that has not yet arrived.
We are looking forward to its arrival and preparing for it. We are not in a hurry and take
+  time to savour the count down. We are not pressured into observing just one day, with
unreal expectations and disappointments afterwards. As the celebrations of Christmas
are not to be rushed, so the build-up and preparation are not to be rushed.
In church, we call that Preparation of body and soul, Advent. Most Catholic,
Anglican and Lutheran Christians keep 4 Sundays of Advent,
but in the Ambrosian Rite in the ecclesiastical province of Milan,
they take 6 Sundays to get ready for the Saviour's Birth.
Byzantine Christians, both Orthodox and Catholic, observe St
Philip’s Fast, 40 days, from their feast of the Apostle Philip 15 November. The
mention of fasting or discipline with food reminds us of the coming feasting of
the actual season when it arrives.

The word ADVENT is derived directly from Latin and simply means
coming. It is a word of rich meaning. We rejoice that Christmas is coming. We
rejoice that the Savour came to our world 2000 years ago. We rejoice in hope

. . . . . BEDEW US,HEAVEN FROM
and expectation because He will come again to judge the quick and the dead. ~  ABOVENXECIOUSS e

We rejoice that Christ sustains us in our waiting and preparing by coming to us

in the Bibles, Prayer and the 7 Sacraments. We rejoice in His invitation to us to come to Him, despite
our sins and unworthiness. We rejoice that in His love He comes into the stable of our hearts to
prepare Himself a cradle.



